Please think about whether you might be able to offer to serve our
parish by being a member of thec or of the Deanery Synod as
well. Forms are in Church.

A Happy and Blessed Easter to everyone

| do hope that, if you possibly can, you will try to join in the great
liturgical drama of Holy Week. We’ll enter Jerusalem wigsubs
[from the school to Church] on Palm Sunday; we’ll share the Last
Supper with him and watch with him in the garden on Maundy
Thursday and on Good Friday we’ll go to the Cross with him as we
hear the passion from John’s gospel. In the dark of Saturday night,
we will experience the mystery of his rising from death akeep

vigil and celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter days ltruly an
awesome experience to celebrate this great week fully. higpef
with a very late Easter it might be bit warmer for our outdoor
events this year.

With my love and prayers

1 1)

Cottrell, Stephen: The ﬁ- il

Things He Said: The Story
of The First Easter Day,
SPCK, 2009, ISBN 978 0 281 06197 6 ppl-XVI 1-80

Bishop Stephen Cottrell has surely become the leading exponent of
the short book. Following on from the great succesbhef Things

He Carried on the passion and death of Jesus, he remarks in his
introduction to his latest work that the calls of Jesus from th&scr
(known as the “Seven Last Words”) have received a great deal of
attention but there has been much less consideration of what Jesus
said after his Resurrection.

The book is divided more or

less neatly into reflections on

John 20, centring on Mary

Magdalene and Jesus and Luke
24, centring on the Emmaus
‘liturgy’. What he has to say

about the texts is pertinent but
the best passages are the
imaginative reflections, notably

the prose poem on pre
Resurrection darkness, on what
it must have been like to be
there which go far beyond the
cheap Freudianism of Peter's
guilt trip.

Just because the book is so
beautiful and short, you have
no excuse not to read it during
the forty days after Easter.

STEPHEN COTTRELL



Fr Michael Clarkson included this poem in his sermon on Sunday,
27" February and we were asked for it to be printed here.

My gift for the child:

no wife, kids, home,;

Nno money sense.
Unemployable

Friends, yes,

but the wrong sort -

the workshy, women, wimps,
petty infringers of the law,
persons with notifiable diseases.
poll tax collectors, tarts;

the bottom rung.

His end?

| think we’ll make it

public, prolonged, painful,

Right, said the baby. That was roughly
what we had in mind.

Very many thanks to all
who gave towards £175.61
collected in February.

Lorica
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Friday Our deanery
Saturday Hospitals and Hospices

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT [MotHering]  Our parish and people
Monday April anniversaries of death

Tuesday Church treasurers
Wednesday Home communicants
Thursday Our village community

Friday Pastoral care team
Saturday Magistrates

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT Our annual meeting
Monday The new pcc

Tuesday Those preparing for ordination
Wednesday School holidays
Thursday Religious communities

Friday Church musicians
Saturday Shop workers

PALM SUNDAY OF THE L ORD’ S PASSION Our parish life
Monday in Holy Week Our keeping of Holy Week
Tuesday in Holy Week Bishops and priests in the diocese
Spy Wednesday Being true to Christ
MAUNDY THURSDAY Christ became obedient unto death
GooD FRIDAY even death on a cross
HOLY SATURDAY therefore God raised him to the heights
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Easter Monday The Easter people of God
Easter Tuesday in all the churches of Hurstpierpoint

Easter Wednesday rejoicing in the resurrection

Easter Thursday Communicating the gospel
Easter Friday Prince William and Kate Middleton
Easter Saturday The peace of the world

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER Our parish and people



Do you know someone who wants
a visit?

Or do you want someone to visi
you?

You might be just out of hospital an
want help with practical things. Or yo
may feel that it would be good to hav
someone to talk to. If you do: pleas
ring Alison or Tim Moulds, on
832927, or Christine Sadler, on 834586.

All the visitors have been trained. We won’t have the answers to

everyone’s problems, but we may know someone who can help.

We will visit people whether they go to church or not.

If someone you know might want a visit, have a word with
them, and contact us.

On Saturday, 16April, Pat Stephens
(pianoforte) will give a recital at
Danny House. The programme will
include works by Mozart, Chopin ana
Mendelssohn. The recital will begin a
5.45pm, and no tickets are required.
Just turn up. A retiring collection will
be made for Parish Church funds.

We do hope that many will come and
listen to Pat, who is a very fine pianist,
in the wonderful setting of the Great Hall at Danny.

DETREHINION

Christian care for families

At March’s evening meeting ‘Time to Talk’, Victoria Hall &m

led a relaxed and enthusiastic discussion in which members:
reminisced about how and when they came to join MU, considered
how best to attract new members and created personalised prayers
for future use by our branch. Ruth Lambert reflected on her long-
standing membership — 50 years this
Spring! We salute your dedication
Ruth!

Vicki Macken hosted and led the
annual Wave of Prayer. For an hour on
18" March members reflected on the
theme of faithful relationships, joining
together in worship and praying for MU members in Kenya,
Sudan, South Africa and Nigeria striving under difficult and often
dangerous conditions with love in Jesus’ hame to help improve the
lives of families. Prayers were offered too for the peopldsent
Zealand and Japan. We prayed for our own families too.

Thanks to all who completed the
online  questionnaire on the
commercialisation and sexualisation
of childhood. On 1% March a
petition of over 18,500 signatures was
submitted to the Prime Minister
calling on Government to prohibit
sexualised media, marketing and products from being aimed at, or
easily accessed by children under 16. The petition was presented,
among others, by Rosemary Kempsell, Worldwide President of
Mothers’ Union. Rosemary said, “We are delighted that the
government has already taken action to tackle the
commercialisation and sexualisation of childhood through the




Bailey Review. We would like to see this Review make strong
recommendations to Government to ensure childhood can remain a
precious time free from commercialisation.” Speaking after t
event, Helen Goodman MP said “Once again Mothers’ Union is at
the forefront of a really important campaign to support families.
I’'m giving the Bye Buy Childhood campaign my total support.”

As Mothering Sunday helps us celebrate the role of mothers, a
slight pause for thought:

Urgh, what a day! It's been a real struggle,

I've not stopped for 5 minutes and | feel absolutely shattered!

| feel really bad for losing control and shouting earlier:

| didn’t mean to but I'd just got to the end of my tether.

I’'m really sorry and will try harder

to remain patient and calm.

Please forgive me

and give me the strength to be a better person tomorrow”
The prayer of a frazzled mum? Or possibly the unspoken words of
her young child? While we rightly congratulate mothers for the
important work they do, let's remember how tough it is growing up
and next time we encounter a toddler meltdown in shop perhaps
offer a look of sympathy and encouragemeridth parties!

We've noticed and celebrate an increase in dads and granddads in
child-care at the MU Toddler group which meets in term-time from
9:30-11:30 at the Fairfield Pavilion, Cuckfield Road. All parents/
carers receive a very warm welcome so please do drop in!

Diary Dates

13" April Faithful Relationships — MU 2011 theme\iki Sandry

at Long Melford, Albourne Road : 2:00pm.

20" April Hawaiian Wedding and Greek Orthodox Christening —
Liz Graydon and Marion PetitpierceGuideHQ at 8:00pm.

6™ May Lunch at the ScowQ : fundraising to support the New
Zealand earthquake disaster appeal. SequtTime tbc. Tickets
available at April meetings and directly from Committee Members.

We are very fortunate to have seven you )&% &
singers in our church choir, all developing the
singing and their ability to contribute to th
worship in church. As they are developing so w

it is time to start the next batch of trainees. If y:
are rising 7 or over and would like to start trainitiy
with a possibility of auditioning for the church choir in due course,
please contact Dena Mynett on 833724 for more details. The new
sessions start on May"6n Fridays at 6.30 in church, when we
shall play musical games, do some basic vocal training and the
beginnings of reading music. The emphasis at first is on egjoyi
singing, and then starting the RSCM Voice for Life scheme, which
will be a great help to anyone learning a musical instrument,
especially when it comes to the aural part of the exams!

The church choir also welcomes new adult members. Please speak
to any member of the choir to find out more.
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GuideHQ :Talk by Diana Mason

6" Wed 2.15 pm Hurst WI at the Guidle: 4-Sight :
help for blind and partially sighted people
— Mrs J Parsons

" sat 1.45 pm Hurst Singers workshopsste p 16

10" Sun  11.00 am Annual Parochial Church Meeting in Church
and talk by Katie Mayne on Sahan

13" Wed  2.30 pm MU at Long Melford, Albourne Road
Faithful Relationships : MU themeled by
Niki Sandry

2" sat 8.30 am MU Women'’s Breakfast at the v

17"-239 April

19" Tues  7.45 pm Wolstonbury WI at Village Centfeamily
History — Polesden Lacey Sue Ellis

16" Wed  8.00 pm MU at the Guid®: Hawaiian Wedding &
Greek Orthodox Christening Liz Graydon
and Marion Petitpierce

25"Mon allday FSW Sponsored Easter Walk - Alfriston

Baptism
20th March Jayne Lily Patricia Fox

Deaths
17" February ~ Jacqueline Roy
20" February ~ Winifred Best
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Be a volunteer in Christian Aid Week: 15to 27 May

Christian Aid partner Soppexcca (‘so-pecks-ka’) is an organisation

with a vision. It helps poor Nicaraguan coffee farmers to beat

poverty. Soppexcca started ten years ago, and is thriving. It helps
farmers produce and sell high quality coffee, and put funds back
into their own communities.

Gustavo Talavera, an illiterate
coffee farmer, had few prospects.
The only future he could see, for
himself and for his children, was
the hard, dull life of a small
farmer. Then Soppexcca gave
him a loan, helped him to expand
his farm and build a coffee processing plant. He began to hope that
his children could be educated. Unlike him, they would be able to
read and write. Again, with help from Soppexcca, local farmers put
their profits back into their community, and together they built a
school.

With support from Christian Aid, Soppexcca has changed the lives,
and the life chances, of Gustavo and of his children. Jesus came
with good news for everyone: that we could have life - abundant
life, rich with possibility and hope and promise. For people in
Gustavo’s community, life now includes education, with all the
hopes and the wider horizons that brings.

Many of us in Hurstpierpoint enjoy abundant life, and we want
others to do the same. Volunteer to help in Christian Aid Week,
and you will be reaching across the world, with good news of
better life, even reaching poor farmers in Nicaragua.

Thanks to funds from Christian Aid and its partner Soppexcca,
Gustavo’s community has been able to build a school.

To find out more, contact Tim or Alison either on 832927 or via
moulds@gofast.co.uk




On 6" March, the Sunday next
before Lent, the Thompsons and
the Leeches (husbands and wiver
both!) were privileged to
accompany Sue and George Hi

- to Windsor. Privileged, that is to
"HE N& &' ( & " )& say, by virtue of securing
'%  ((1& ! winning bids in Holy Trinity's
Silent Auction.

Our ‘Movement Order’ was set
++ ! out by George with military precision, and leaving Hurstpierpoint
& - D& /T % ! at the scheduled time of 08.46 hrs, we arrived at our ‘Pit Stop’ (loo
0& & & %') &1 ( 21 21! 3 visit in lay terms) at the National Trust cafe at Runnymned
09.50. Passing beside the Thames, we travelled briskly to Windsor
o' 4 Castle, where at 10.00 am George reported for duty as a Lay
& " 1& Steward for Matins at St George’'s Chapel. The other five
o , members of the party made their leisurely way across thietma
("' 5& &!'"'&6 2&0&& . . .
(R T (@& 1% T % T'he Harte and Garter hotel for a high quality coffee a}nd a fine
view of the castle. Next we proceeded to St George’s Chapel,
% & & 1 27++8 3 which was amazingly ornate, and having the atmosphere of a
*, & 02t 9%& I ! cathedral. We joined the congregation, seated in the chancel, near
+# & 12'(1& to the men and boys of the choir, who sang beautifully Psalm 2 and
later Stanford’s Te Deum in C. The eloquent sermon focused on
the behaviour of people finding themselves together in difficult
S circumstances, with particular reference to The Lord of ThesFli
+ & 1&62.8&8& () " & and a link amusingly made to the choir boys!

(! o1& After Matins Sue conducted us on a tour of the castle grounds. We
noted, from the flying of the Royal Standard, that the Queernnvas
residence - we didn’'t observe her in person, but we did meet a
| smartly marching squad of The Queen’s Guard, for whom the
" g &' 1) milling crowds of visitors were ord_ered to make way. We were
88 (:) g shown St George’'s School, Windsor, where George was
o headmaster between 1983 and 1992.

+ +$
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There followed a short tour of the town, after which George’s
period of duty ended and he rejoined us. Then it was on to Old
Windsor for a pleasant and convivial lunch at a local eatery. After
lunch, we made a few royal purchases in the Farm Shop of the
Royal Gardens, and then we were homeward bound. | regret to
report that on the journey home, after an initial burst of jolly
conversation, all Thompsons and Leeches fell into a slumber,
broken only by our arrival back in Hurstpierpoint at 4.30pm.

In all a most enjoyable day, for which thanks are due to Sue and
George for organising it so well (including the sunshine) and
allowing us a glimpse of their former lives - we did indeedtkee
other side of the Hills!

The Beetle Drive on Saturday"SMarch in the
Scout Headquarters was great for bringing all a3
together for some really good fun.

Margy and Glen completed the first beetle. Ju
honked the horn for the winners to move round |
as you had to throw a 2 before beginning it to 5
several goes for some people to get started.

lzzy and Grahame Watson were the last to get going but then won
3 beetles in a row! Jessica wanted me to mention that she and Ellie
Finch also did well.

In the break we enjoyed delicious hot dogs and some of us were
lucky in the raffle. Overall we had some laughs and great fun.
Well done Annemarie and Carolyn for winning the whole thing.

If you have never been to a beetle drive before then | strongly
advise you to come next year, otherwise you won't know what
you’re missing!
!II #Il
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We were standing looking at the snowdrops in the
\ churchyard. It's been a bitter, frozen kind of winter
%\ hasn’t it? But now the sun was shining, the
temperature had climbed above freezing, and those
little bulbs buried in the soil had responded to it. A
l' x few weeks ago, all looked dead. But now, all
around us, were the signs of spring.

“Makes you think,” said my companion. “Death and resurrection -
it's simply part of the way things are.” | agreed, and pointed out
that in a few days time we’d be celebrating, in the churctinén
middle of that graveyard, a man who rose from the dead and said,
“Because | live, you will live also”.

This idea, of life blossoming in the place of death is right threre
the Gospels, too. “In the place where Jesus was crucified,” St John
tells us, “there was a garden”. And in that garden was atomeNy,

in which, after his crucifixion, he was buried. But within three days
the tomb was once again empty. Like the Easter flowers bimpmi

in the graveyard, life had conquered death.

If you visit Jerusalem, you will find the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, built on the probable site of the tomb of Jesus, which
you can just about find underneath all the pious artefacts. Lass tha
a mile away is the Garden Tomb, which General Gordon thought
was the tomb of Jesus, located beside a craggy hill and set in a
garden. It was, in fact, inside the city wall in the timeGdfrist,
which means it can’t be the actual place of his crucifixiod a
burial, but there is no
doubt that if you want to
feel and see what it
would have been like,
and even peer into a
genuine first century
tomb, this will probably
quicken your pulse more
than the Holy Sepulchre.




As Jesus himself said, the seed has to die before it can produce
fruit. “In the place where he was crucified there was a garden”. The
seeds and bulbs are buried, and at the right time they burst @to lif
As my friend said, it's the way things are, and it isliart of the
Easter message.

Editor: David Winter, former Head of BBC Religious Broadcasting
has contributed to Radio 4Bhought for the Dayor 22 years.

Normally, we meet in the GuideQ at 9.45am, but
this month is taken up with Holy Week, Easter an
school holidays.

3% No Sunday Schoot Mothering Sunday
10" School Holidays -No Sunday School

No Sunday School Meet in St
17" Lawrence’ school hall for the palm
procession to Church

Good Friday - Hot Cross buns etc. in
22" Church from about 10.30 followed by
20 mins for children’s worship at 11.00

24" Easter Day -Jesus Christ is risen today!
All welcome at the Easter service

#$ % $ $&°

Why not join the Hurst Singers at Beter’s Church,
Henfield on Saturday, "0 April, in an afternoon
Choral Workshop rehearsal and/or evening conc
performance of John Rutter's Requiem, and pie
from ‘The Sprig of Thyme’. Stephen Hope, our
Musical Director, will conduct and musicians of the Sinfonia da
Chiesa orchestra will accompany.

Singers from any choirs in the area would be especially welcome

Registration for the workshop will be at 1.45pm. Music, coffee and

tea will be provided free of charge, but please bring any lunch and
tea you require (concert dress, black and white). The Workshop
will be 2pm—-4pm, rehearsal with orchestra 5pm—6pm, and the
Concert at 7.30pm. Having given a recent concert performance of
this music in Hurstpierpoint, the Singers are already famaign

this music. Telephone 833217 for information.

Tickets for both Workshop/Performance or Concert £10 (children
£5) will be available from: Jasmin Florist, Henfield; Jantomvble
Hurst; Pavilion Electrics, Hassocks; choir members or at the door.

& n
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3rd \
1 Samuel 16.°" 19 Ephesians 8  John 9
10"
Ezekiel 37:2 Romans 3 John 115%
17"
Isaiah 505% Philippians Z**  Matthew 26" - 27%
24"

Acts 10 3743 Colossians 3%  John 20-°



Probably not since the marriage of Prince Charles and Diana
Spencer in 1981 will so many people be watching a Christian
wedding ceremony as will doubtless be on Aprif' 2¢hen Prince
William will marry Kate Middleton in Westminster Abbey.

The solemn and moving words of the service will echo around the
world: ‘to have and to hold, from this day forward; for better, for
worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and
to cherish, till death us do part’. As one groom a lawyer, remarked,
“Not many escape clauses there!” The exchanging of riags
equally uncompromising: ‘all that | am | give to you, and all that
have | share with you’. All that | am? All that | have? My, cay
laptop, my precious handbag . . . and my aching heart? All? It's
such a comprehensive word; it leaves nothing outside its limits.

Marriage is both wonderful and awesome. No matter how many
weddings you attend, those vows still move you. This is what love
is all about: not ‘I love you and | want you and I'm going to have
you’ (how modern culture some-times portrays it) but about the
total giving of one human to
another, mirroring the self-giving
love of God as we see it in the lif
of Jesus - which may be why £
Paul compares the love of
husband for his wife to Christ’s
love for his people.

You may notice, as the servic _
proceeds, just how often the wor }
‘love’ occurs in it. Indeed, the
opening words sum it all up: ‘Goc
is love, and those who live in lov
live in God and God lives in them.
This is the great sacrament of lov , , '

s the only way we can cope w1th all the
On April 29th we can - whereve couples who want to get married on the
we are - share in its ]Oy same day as Wllllam and Kate."

Our meeting on Tuesday, March 8th was most
enjoyable, being the anxiously awaited visit by the
younger children of St Lawrence School, showing

! off their musical talents. (Although brief, we were
delighted to be offered a further visit at Christmas byr ttegicher
Katy Mayne.) Our trip to Worthing Theatre on Wednesday, 25
May still has some vacancies. Please ensure your booking at the
next meeting. We are hoping to get a grant from the Parish
Council towards the proposed outing to Windsor in July.

Next Meeting Talk by our Vice Chairman, Robert Peedlée
Royal Society of St GeorgeVisitors always welcome - free.
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USSEX
Saturday, 18 April 7.30pm Lancing College s&

Chorus
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Articles, notices, information, letters or indee
anything you would like included in the nex
edition of Meeting Point should be delivere .
to Sue Coxhill at Russell’'s Cottage,
George’s Lane or e-mailed tﬁ\
sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com by midday on
Monday, 18 April.



A mother was concerned about her nursery school aged son
walking to school. He didn’t want his mother to walk with him.
She wanted to give him the feeling that he had some independence
but yet know that he was safe. So she had an idea about how to
handle it.

She asked a neighbour if she would
please follow him to school in the
mornings, staying at a distance, so
probably wouldn’t notice her. Shi
said that since she was up early wi
her toddler anyway, it would be |
good way for them to get som
exercise as well, so she agreed.

The next school day, the neighbol
and her little girl set out following
behind Timmy as he walked tu
school with another girl he knew. She did this for the whole week.
As the two walked and chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Timmy’s
little friend noticed the same lady was following them as she
seemed to do every day all week. Finally she said to Timmy,
“Have you noticed that lady following us to school all week? Do
you know her?”

Timmy nonchalantly replied, “Yeah, | know who she is.” The little
girl said, “Well, who is she?” “That’s just Shirley Goodnest,”
Timmy replied, “and her daughter Marcy.” “Shirley Goodnest?
Who the heck is she and why is she following us?”

“Well,” Timmy explained, “every night my Mum makes me say
the 23? Psalm with my prayers, because she worries about me so
much. And in the Psalm, it says, ‘Shirley Goodnest and Marcy
shall follow me all the days of my life’, so | guess liisf have to

get used to it!”




