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FFFFROM THE ROM THE ROM THE ROM THE RRRRECTORYECTORYECTORYECTORY    
Mary, Mother of God 

This title for Mary goes back a very long 

way into the history of the Church and in 

431 the Council of Ephesus finally decided 

that Mary should be called the God-bearer, 

emphasising his divinity, rather than the 

Christ-bearer, emphasising his humanity.  It 

was followed by the dedication of the church of S
t
 Mary Major in 

Rome, the first great church in the west dedicated to our Lady.  

There is a legend that when it was dedicated, on 5
th

 August, there 

was a snow storm in Rome. 

For many centuries too, August 15
th

 has been kept as a special day 

for our Lady.  It has had many titles but has always been seen as 

the principal feast of Mary and has been known as the feast of the 

Assumption for a long time.  The central idea of this day is that 

when Mary died she was taken by God to be already in the 

resurrection body – a belief we proclaim in the creed – and thus to 

be what we will all be in God’s good time.  “We affirm together 

the teaching that God has taken the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 

fullness of her person into his glory as consonant with scripture 

and only to be understood in the light of Scripture” (ARCIC 2005)  

Those words show the agreement reached between Anglicans and 

Roman Catholics on this teaching.  This year the feast falls on a 

Sunday and we will think particularly about Mary that morning.  

In medieval days this day was often called Our Lady in Harvest 

since it fell at the time that the harvest had been brought in and was 

a special day of rest and rejoicing for the community [as, here, was 

also S
t
 Lawrence day on the 10

th
] after the rigours of harvest.  It’s 

now in our holiday season.  Have a good rest if you are going away 

this August. 

With my love and prayers 
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FFFFROM THE ROM THE ROM THE ROM THE LLLLIBRARYIBRARYIBRARYIBRARY    
Blehl, Vincent Ferrand (ed): 

Realizations: Newman’s Selection of His Parochial and 

Plain Sermons, DL&T, 2009, ISBN 978-0-232-52769-8 

In this year of Newman prominence there will be biographies 

enough and as most critics allow that his Apologia pro Vita Sua is 

one of the most engaging pieces of autobiography ever written, it 

will no doubt enjoy something of a deserved revival. Most critics, 

however, believe that of all Newman’s immense quantity and 

range of writing, the heart and soul of the man are best found in his 

eight volumes of Parochial and Plain Sermons given when he was 

Vicar of St Mary’s, the Oxford University Church (1828-43), 

which were said to have “beat all other sermons out of the market”. 

It is therefore opportune that Newman’s own selection, first 

published in 1964, should be re-printed now. 

For a detailed analysis of Newman’s mind the best short book is 

Owen Chadwick’s Newman and so suffice it to say that his method 

was not generally sequential nor connective but, rather, 

penetrative; he took a single idea and by degrees went ever deeper 

into it. His material is largely concerned with comparing the reality 

of the Christian life with conventional religiosity with the ultimate 

aim of heightening individual and corporate holiness of life. 

Some readers may find the utter conviction 

unnerving - his reading of Scripture is literal, 

his moral tone is lofty and his doctrinal 

conviction is comprehensive - and so it might 

be thought ironic that this great adherent of the 

early church should, through his notion of 

organic theological development, turn out to 

be a father of contemporary theological 

liberalism when all his life he attempted to 

characterise himself as just the opposite. 

Whatever severity there might be in these texts it is more than 

offset by a graciousness of style, a trenchancy of social criticism 
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and his unusual penetrative approach whereby he comes at a 

subject again and again from different angles until as much of it is 

explained as can be, always allowing for Newman’s admission, 

never used as an excuse, that theology and philosophy can only 

take us part of the way in our approach to the sacred mysteries. 

The book is worth it for Sermon 6 alone in which Newman 

displays an understanding of the uses of language and the powers 

of self delusion which substantially pre-date Freud and Russell. A 

quite remarkable tour de force. 

N.B . Growing together will be studying Newman on 5
th

 October. 

Kevin Carey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SSSSUNDAY UNDAY UNDAY UNDAY RRRREADINGS  EADINGS  EADINGS  EADINGS      
 1

st
 9th Sunday after Trinity  [proper 13]  

 Ecclesiastes 1.
2 
2.

21-23
 Colossians 3.

1-5, 9-11
 Luke 12.

13-21
 

 8
th

 10th Sunday after Trinity [proper 14] 
 Genesis 15.

1-6
 Hebrews 11.

1-3, 8-12
 Luke 12.

32-40
 

15
th

  Assumption of Our Lady 
 Revelation 11.

19
 12.

1, 3-6a, 10
 1 Corinthians 15.

20-27A
 Luke 1.

39-56 

22
nd

 12th Sunday after Trinity [proper 16]  
 Isaiah 58.

9b-14
 Hebrews 12.

18-29
 Luke 13.

10-17
 

29
th

 13th Sunday after Trinity [proper 17] 
 Ecclesiasticus 10.

12-18
 Hebrews 13.

1-8, 15-16
 Luke 14.

1, 7-14
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RRRRIDE IDE IDE IDE &&&&    SSSSTRIDE TRIDE TRIDE TRIDE 2010201020102010    
This year’s sponsored ‘Ride & 

Stride’ in aid of the Sussex 

Historic Churches Trust will take 

place on Saturday, 11th September 

2010. We wish to provide as much 

support as we can, not least 

because the Trust has provided 

grants towards the costs of works 

at Holy Trinity in recent years.  

Last year we managed one 

(slightly lonely) cyclist riding 

around the churches and some 

kind volunteers who looked after 

the visitors to our church during the event. With any luck, we 

should manage to do a bit better this year! 

Cyclists and walkers obtain sponsorship to visit as many churches 

as practicable during the day. Churches are given numerical ‘star’ 

ratings according to their relative remoteness. A city centre church, 

where many are within easy reach on level going, is typically rated 

1 star and a remote rural church on top of a hill will have a rating 

up to 5 stars. Awards are given for the highest numbers of stars. 

Recorders at individual churches can also seek sponsorship (on a 

per visitor basis). The money raised in sponsorship is divided, with 

half going to the Trust and half going to the rider/strider’s and 

recorder’s home church. 

We need volunteers to cycle/walk and to be in church for an hour 

(or more) during the day to welcome the visitors for this event.  

Have a go! It is a pleasant day out, with good exercise and it is 

extremely interesting to visit our many wonderful Sussex churches. 

Look out for sponsorship forms and other details appearing shortly 

at the back of the church or contact your local organiser Malcolm 

McKemey directly (01444 881398). 
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GGGGENERAL ENERAL ENERAL ENERAL SSSSYNODYNODYNODYNOD,,,,    YYYYORKORKORKORK    
July 9

th
 - 13

th
  

At last, the General Synod has formulated a 

piece of legislation for the ordination of women 

to the episcopate which will be sent to the 

dioceses for comment. At York there was a final working through 

all the old proposals about provision for those who cannot in 

conscience accept the ministry of women and a new proposal from 

the Archbishops designed to break the deadlock but all the major 

amendments to the draft brought back to Synod by the revision 

committee fell. It is extremely important that we all take part in the 

consultation process when the proposals come to us. 

For the rest, synod, yet again, discussed clergy pensions, finalised 

an alternative week-day Lectionary, discussed the role of deanery 

synods and was brought up to date on our relations with the 

Church of Scotland. 

The work of this synod is now completed and there will be 

elections for a new synod in September. 

Kevin Carey 
 

 

 

PPPPINPOINT FOR INPOINT FOR INPOINT FOR INPOINT FOR AAAAUGUSTUGUSTUGUSTUGUST    
 4

th
 Wed  2.00 pm Hurst WI at the Guide HQ: Garden 

party and silent auction 

 

 

 

Very many thanks to all who 

gave towards £173.98 

collected on Sundays in June.  

Bunty Parkinson  
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FFFFROM THEROM THEROM THEROM THE    RRRREGISTERSEGISTERSEGISTERSEGISTERS    
Baptisms 
27

th
 June Max Hudson Ritchie 

11
th

 July Kai Thomas Waage 

Espen Warwick Waage 

18
th

 July Mason Ian Dale 

25
th

 July Ellie Marie Styles  

Jamie Aaron Styles 

Deaths 
26

th
 June Oliver Lowndes 

28
th

 June Fred Lucas 

 7
th

 July James Howard 

 

 

OOOOVER VER VER VER 60606060SSSS    CCCCLUBLUBLUBLUB    
The July trip to Bentley Wild Fowl 

and Motor Museum was an 

outstanding success. The ride across 

the Sussex countryside, the birds and 

the vintage cars were at their best - 

also the walk around the ponds, 

followed by tea, rounded off a most enjoyable afternoon. Thank 

you, Mary Yates! 

Our next meeting is at the Village Centre on Tuesday, 3rd August 

and will be a musical experience with Tom Irons who hopes we 

will Get with it (so do we).  

After this we look forward to Tuesday, 7th September when our 

new year begins at 2.15 pm with enrolment followed by a talk by 

John Rose, Director of Age UK.  A full programme for the year 

will follow.  Come and join us! 

Geoff Farmer 
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On 23
rd

 June, Vicki Macken kindly hosted a social evening, 

accommodating an amazing 27 ladies in her dining room! 

Reminiscent of a Home Economics lesson, and sitting comfortably 

shoulder to shoulder at trestle tables, members and guests were 

treated to a culinary demonstration by Pampered Chef’s Ann 

Twisleton. Samples of Ann’s creations were enjoyed, washed 

down with Bucks fizz and homemade punch. In excess of £100, 

from the sale of kitchen equipment on the night, will be donated 

towards the MU ‘Away From It All’ caravan holiday scheme. Our 

thanks go to Vicki and also to Ann, who, as a Family Social Work 

volunteer, donated her commission to FSW thus enabling two 

beneficiaries to gain from a most enjoyable evening. 

The weather looked doubtful and the wind certainly blew but that 

did not spoil our visit to Nymans Gardens on 14
th

 July. Nymans, 

one of the great gardens of the Sussex Weald, is internationally 

famous for its beauty and collection of rare plants. The gardens 

themselves were quite spectacular with beds ablaze with colour 

and the air, windy though it was, filled with sweet heavenly scents. 

Members also toured what remains of the house which was mostly 

destroyed by fire in 1947. 

The MU Ark in the Park event 

at Drusilla’s Zoo, Alfriston on 

17th July was hugely 

successful. Young and old alike 

enjoyed the day’s many and varied attractions. Two sessions for 

group worship were held and it was encouraging to observe so 

many visitors elect to take time out of their action packed 

adventures to join together to celebrate God and all His Creation. 

The story of Noah was retold by an animated puppet show 

complete with a choir of singing birds and beasts! The children 
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especially were entranced - immediately after the performance one 

little girl was heard loudly singing “I love God”, seeming not to 

mind her 20 minute wait in the queue to ride on Thomas the Tank 

Engine! A big thank you and congratulations to the organisers for a 

wonderful family outing. 

On 25
th

 September, MU will host an Overseas Day to celebrate 10 

years of its Literacy Development Programme. The programme 

began in Burundi, Malawi and Sudan, where the skills of reading, 

writing and arithmetic were identified by illiterate community 

members, especially women, as long-term tools which they needed 

to tackle the poverty in which they live. 

MU’s response to this was 

its Literacy & Development 

Programme (MULDP). 

Designed to use a holistic 

approach and do more than 

just make people literate, 

the programme uses 

participatory skills to 

enable men and women to 

acquire basic literacy and 

numeracy skills whilst discussing and planning action on issues 

and challenges people face on a daily basis. In this way the whole 

community becomes engaged in identifying problems and 

challenges, sharing local knowledge and expertise, planning local 

action and resolution of conflicts, participating in local HIV/AIDS 

awareness initiatives, and setting up income generating projects. 

MULDP is helping communities to work together with confidence 

and newfound skills, allowing dreams to turn into reality for 

thousands of learners in their villages, displacement camps and 

towns across the three countries. Through its holistic approach, 

thousands of women are becoming empowered with new skills, 

living transformed lives and being raised out of poverty. 

Sarah Norton 
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TTTTHE HE HE HE CCCCALENDAR FOR ALENDAR FOR ALENDAR FOR ALENDAR FOR AAAAUGUSTUGUSTUGUSTUGUST    
 1 9

th
 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

 2 S Eusebius of Vercelli   Bp Preachers 

 3 Tuesday Almshouses in Hurst 

 4 S Jean-Marie Vianney   Pr Parish priests 

 5 S Oswald   King Mr Home communicants 

 6 Transfiguration of Our Lord That we may see the Lord 

 7 John Mason Neale   Pr Hymn writers 

 8 10
th

 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

 9 S Teresa Benedicta   V Mr Patron of Europe Prisoners 

10 S LAWRENCE   Dn Mr Our church and school 

11 S Clare of Assisi   V The broadcast media 

12 Thursday Deepening our prayer 

13 Friday Magistrates 

14 S Maximillian Kolbe   Mr The Jewish people 

15 ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY The farming community 

16 S Stephen of Hungary Mothers Union worldwide 

17 Tuesday The lonely and the housebound 

18 S Helen   Finder of the Holy Cross The Holy Land 

19 Thursday Holiday makers 

20 S Bernard of Clairvaux   Abb  Dr Cistercian monks 

21 S Pius X   Bp Nursing and residential homes 

22 12
th

 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

23 S Rose of Lima   V The church in South America 

24 S Bartholomew   Apostle The parish of Albourne 

25 S Louis   King The people of France 

26 S Ninian   Bp The village community 

27 S Monica Mothers 

28 S Augustine of Hippo   Bp Reluctant Christians 

29 13
th

 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

30 Monday Those persecuted for their faith 

31 S Aidan   Bp Religious communities 
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BBBBELL ELL ELL ELL RRRRINGERSINGERSINGERSINGERS’’’’    OOOOUTINGUTINGUTINGUTING    
19th June 

We met outside the Rectory at 7.45am 

for the annual Hurstpierpoint Bell 

Ringers’ outing. With the promise of a 

warm sunny day, we boarded our 

coach amid lots of chat and the feeling 

of happy anticipation of a day out to 

towns and villages in Berkshire. 

Our leader Dennis said our first stop 

would be Chieveley Church where we would have coffee and the 

bells would be rung. We settled back feeling very comfortable, the 

height of the seats giving us an uninterrupted view over people’s 

gardens and more distant views of our lovely Sussex countryside. 

We were soon pulling off the motorway onto narrow country roads 

through pretty villages. We arrived at Chieveley at 9.30; coffee and 

tea with biscuits served by friendly ladies from the church. Then 

the bell ringers rang some changes whilst non-ringers could watch 

them ring, or wander round the church and pretty un-spoilt village 

with chocolate box cottages and well kept gardens. I expected at 

any moment to see Margaret Rutherford appear with a basket over 

her arm and Stringer Davis scurrying behind her. 

The next village was 

Kintbury. This was where I 

discovered a ‘proper’ 

baker’s shop selling Lardy 

cake. I think our coach 

party bought every lardy 

cake the baker had; warmed 

in the oven, it is really 

yummy – just for once, 

forget about cholesterol! 

Then on to Hungerford; a peal of bells and find somewhere for a 

light lunch. Now the fascination of the winding stone steps leading 



11 

to the belfry had taken over. Before the invention of gas and 

electric light or heating, did the ringers have lanterns or flaming 

torches? On a winter’s night with the wind howling and the rain 

lashing down, these men were truly dedicated. As I stood 

watching, our ringers who had been laughing just before, suddenly 

become so serious and with total concentration wait for the call 

“Look to, treble’s going, she’s gone”. They were away, lips 

moving as they counted their places.  

After lunch, on to Lambourn 

and time for an ice cream. Then 

Speen church, mentioned in the 

Doomsday book [and the 

parish where Fr John grew up 

and learned to ring].  On to 

Newbury - this was our last 

church and with the largest peal 

of 10 bells, where most of the 

others had had 8. 

The bells from each church had a different sound; every church 

had a slight musty smell of age and a simple beauty that is unique 

to our English village churches. 

We finished our day at ‘The Spring’ in Sulhamstead for a dinner 

that had been booked in advance by Dennis. We arrived home 

about 9.45 after a thoroughly wonderful day. 

Can we come next year please? 

Margaret Georgeson 
 

If this article has sparked an interest and you would like to know 

more about bell ringing, or if you would like to join next year’s 

outing on 4th June 2011, please contact Sue Elrick 832019  email 

sue.elrick@dsl.pipex.com   Web:  www.hurstpierpointbells.org.uk 
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Friday, Saturday,  
       Sunday  

10th-12th September 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All are welcome to come to the camp 

You don’t have to have children 

You don’t have to be a special age 

You don’t even have to stay  
under canvas! 

You can come for the whole weekend, 
or just an afternoon 

You can camp or  
you can stay in the house 

The only thing you have to do is to  
     come along……..…..come along……..…..come along……..…..come along……..….. 

otherwise you will miss all the fun! 

Friday 
 3.00pm or later: Arrive and set up 
 6:30pm  Evening Meal  
 8:00pm  Bedtime story & Bonfire 
Saturday 
 8.30am  Breakfast 
10.00am  Crafts, Games etc 
 (all weekend) 
12.30pm Lunch 
 2.00pm   Treasure Hunt 
 3.00pm  Tea & Cakes  
 6:30pm BBQ 
 8:30pm Talent Show 
Sunday 
 8.30am Breakfast 

followed by play/getting 
ready for worship etc 

10.30am Coffee with visitors 
11.00am Eucharist 
12.30pm Lunch 
 2.00pm Clearing up 
 3.00pm Prizes 
 4.00pm Goodbyes and Departure 
Actual programme may vary 
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Visitors – 

please also 

bring marked 

crockery & 
cutlery  

Family Camp at Knowles Tooth 
n addition to personal needs such as tent or caravan, sleeping bags, 

washing gear, etc. all those taking part in the weekend are all asked 

to please bring the following : 

◊ Washing-up bowl, tea-towels, ladle or draining spoon. 

◊ Cutlery, plates, bowls & mugs for you all, 

suitably marked so that they can be 

identified after washing up.  

◊ per family: a large cake (10 portions), 
pudding (10 portions) and a salad – or a 

proportion of this for Saturday only 

◊ Camping tables & chairs if you have them. 

◊ If you are camping you might need a hot water bottle  

or something else, warm, soft and cuddly! 

Please note that each family is responsible for their own children.  

CHILDREN must be supervised by adults and are not allowed near the 
pond or on the lower field without adult supervision. 

DOGS  Knowles Tooth have allowed us to bring dogs if necessary but 

at owners’ risk.  We ask this year that dogs only be let off the lead 

and supervised on the lower field – the site is not secure and sheep 

may be in the next field.  All poop must be scooped!.  In the garden 

they must be on the lead at all times, specially at meal-times. 

Whole weekend: Adult  £30: 8-16s  £15: 3-7s  £12:  Under 3 – FREE 
Part-charges:  Friday evening £7/£3 : Saturday £12/£7  Sun Lunch  £6/£3 

Please return the form to Nikki Waters, 3 St George's Place, 

Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9QT [jamesnikki.waters@gmail.com] - 832918 - 

along with a cheque payable to Hurstpierpoint PCC.    If cost would 

stop you from coming, please talk to Fr John in confidence [832203 

or 077 98 94 10 95] or e-mail him Rector@HurstRectory.co.uk 

Rooms in the house (20 beds) will be allocated on a first come 

first served basis.  We MUST receive all applications and 
payments asap and absolutely no later than 6th September, please 

I 
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RRRRECTORECTORECTORECTOR’’’’S S S S XIXIXIXI    LLLLEVEL THE EVEL THE EVEL THE EVEL THE SSSSERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES 

WITH WITH WITH WITH LLLLAST AST AST AST OOOOVER VER VER VER WWWWININININ    
The Church Plus team selected another glorious 

summer’s day for the fourth match in the hotly 

contested series between the Rector’s XI and the 

Churchwardens’ XI. A fabulous barbeque - 

complemented with delicious salads - was 

perfectly timed and beautifully cooked for the arrival of the 

participants and a healthy set of supporters for both teams. 

Tim Moulds (changing allegiances this year) captained the 

Rector’s XI and, on winning the toss, had no hesitation in making 

first use of a flat batting track. Guy Macken, skippering the 

Churchwardens’ XI, turned to the experience of Alison Moulds to 

open the bowling and achieved immediate success. Jeremy Hall 

was well caught by Nikki Waters at mid-on for four and Johnny 

Doyle was also dismissed in the first over, suffering from a 

shortage of match practice. 

The innings enjoyed its most productive phase during a hard-

hitting stand between Angus Watson (28*) and Jim Waters (27*) 

who both retired on reaching their quarter centuries. The fielding 

side rallied through tight spells from Richard Thompson and Guy 

Macken, producing the day’s first - and probably only - orthodox 

forward defensive shot, from Barry Budibent. Barry went on to an 

unbeaten 26. He was well supported by an all too brief glimpse of 

class from Nigel Dewdney, a potential-laden knock from Ollie Hall 

and a fine knock from Ann (delegated to bat for him by Fr John 

who was perhaps conscious of the potential for a repeat of the 

photograph taken a year ago by the more competitive of the 

churchwardens). 

The innings closed at 117 for 8 wickets from the allotted 18 overs 

and it was time for more food - chocolate, coffee, fruit and lemon 

cakes, flap jack, high energy (!) biscuits and more. Despite all of 

this, the Rector’s XI felt able to take to the field to defend its total. 
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Under cover of the distraction of the magnificent tea, the Rector’s 

XI captain could be observed practicing during the tea interval. 

Was he concerned at the 6.6 runs per over target his side had set? 

Embarking on their chase, the Churchwardens’ XI had early 

setbacks, crucially losing Richard Thompson to the well limbered-

up Tim Moulds. The side recovered well through Malcolm 

McKemey’s composed 23 and a belligerent captain’s innings of 26 

(retired) from Guy Macken, which included four huge sixes. 

Ultimately, the Rector’s XI bowling proved too strong with useful 

spells from Victoria Hall-Smith, Olly Hall and Angus Watson. 

With ten runs required from the last over, Tim put his trust in 

Jeremy Hall who duly delivered despite the controversial no ball! 

The series stands at two tests all with all to 

play for in 2011. 

A big thank-you to Church Plus for setting 

up such an enjoyable event, to Catherine 

Thompson for keeping an immaculate 

score-book and to George Hill for his 

scrupulously fair umpiring. 

Graham Watson 
 

 

 

CCCCOPY OPY OPY OPY DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE    
Articles, notices, information, letters or 

indeed anything you would like included in 

the next edition of Meeting Point should be 

delivered to Sue Coxhill at Russell’s 

Cottage, St George’s Lane or e-mailed to 

sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com by midday on 

Monday, 16th August.  
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HHHHURST URST URST URST FFFFESTIVAL ESTIVAL ESTIVAL ESTIVAL     
18

th
 September to 2

nd
 October 

This is the sixth Festival! Like S
t
 

Lawrence Fair which was particularly 

wonderful this year, the Festival aims to 

bring people together for a two week 

celebration of life in our very special 

community. 

Programmes for the Festival are, to the 

best of our ability, delivered to every 

house in the village,. We take batches to libraries and arts venues 

and South Downs Living magazine kindly distribute 8,000 copies 

through their ‘dump boxes’ in shops, pubs and offices throughout 

their area. I hope you have received yours, but if not, then please 

pick up a copy from Vanilla at 40 High Street, which is this year’s 

Box Office, or go on-line at www.hurstfestival.org.   

We have done our best to keep ticket prices as low as possible and 

have more free events than ever. The Community Charity and the 

Parish Council have both generously continued to support us and 

we have also received some very welcome sponsorship, though 

this is difficult to obtain in these particular times. 

The programme is fantastic! We think we’ve found something for 

everyone – music, art, dance, comedy, sculpture, furniture 

painting, machine embroidery, art, ghosts, walks and rambles, 

drama, reading, tea parties, history, choral performance, magic, 

music hall, banquets, barn dance, food and wine. I won’t go 

through the programme in detail as you can read all about it for 

yourself. Please tell the committee what you think, and if you have 

ideas for the future, we shall be delighted to have them.  

Do come to the Methodist Church on Sunday, 3
rd

 October as once 

again they host a Festival of Praise. Our own Harvest Lunch is on 

the same day so I hope you will go from one to the other. A lovely 

way to end the Festival and give thanks for what it does for us all. 

Margaret Carey 
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At the beginning of 

September, the Revd 

James di Castiglione 

(curate at The Point) is 

planning a mammoth 24 

hour prayer walk 

through Mid Sussex. 

Last year James had a 

vision in which he saw God bringing a new awakening of spiritual 

life to Mid-Sussex. He felt that the appropriate way to respond to 

this vision was to walk the land in prayer in order to co-operate 

with what God was doing, and so Walking the Land was born.  

Walking the Land is all about praying for Mid Sussex. Praying for 

our churches, our schools, our villages and towns, the people who 

live here. Whatever you believe, we all want the best for the place 

where we live. For our children, for our families, for our lives. 

James is taking this one step further and walking across much of 

Mid Sussex in 24 hours, praying for the area. 

James will begin the walk on Friday 3
rd

 September at 6.00 pm. The 

route will circuit through Mid Sussex, including the major towns of 

Burgess Hill and Haywards Heath, and will finish late on Saturday 

afternoon. Once finalised the route will be accessible on The Point 

website. 

James is keen for people to join him on the prayer walk, for a small 

part or even the whole thing. The team behind the walk have been 

in touch with churches from across the Mid Sussex area and 

response has been fantastic. Churches are running their own prayer 

events, sending people to take part in the walk itself, providing 

food and shelter to the walk team and more! The walk is still open 

to anyone who wants to take part, whether part of a church or not. 

For further info or images please contact James and the team at:  

walkingtheland@thepointchurch.co.uk or call the Church office 

on: 01444 230830 www.thepointchurch.co.uk/walkingtheland.php 

I will give you every place where you set your foot (Joshua 1:3) 
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VVVVACANCY AT THE ACANCY AT THE ACANCY AT THE ACANCY AT THE AAAALMSHOUSES LMSHOUSES LMSHOUSES LMSHOUSES     

Have you found one of the hidden gems in Hurstpierpoint? Our 

Almshouses are an attractive group of houses overlooking the 

Downs on the outskirts of the village off Brighton Road. The 

Almshouses of the Holy Name consist of 6 small houses, each of 

which has a sitting room, kitchen, 1 bedroom and a shower room. 

There is also a pleasant shared garden and limited parking space.  

Are you aged 60 or over, in reasonable health, looking for local 

accommodation but find it difficult to pay a commercial rent? If so, 

the Almshouses could be right for you!  We currently have one 

vacancy.  If you are interested, or know someone who is, please 

contact Richard Thompson (chair of trustees) on 834497, Diana 

Mason on 833375, or Sue Coxhill on 835586 or leave a message 

for Sue at sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com   

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

AAAAND ND ND ND FFFFINALLYINALLYINALLYINALLY............    
A letter from Eustace, Rector of St James the Least, to his 

nephew Darren on the perils of leaving your pulpit. 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

It was good of you to take Evensong here last Sunday while I was 

at my old college reunion - but I would prefer you used the pulpit 

in future when preaching. How could Colonel Brockle complete 

‘The Times’ crossword and Miss Balmer her knitting with you 

constantly walking up and down in front of them? They found it 

most disconcerting as, out of politeness, they were obliged to listen 

to you. It was a unique experience they do not wish to repeat. 
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Those few who defy Anglican tradition and sit at the front of the 

church were also placed in the dilemma of trying to decide whether 

they should keep turning in their pews as you paraded down the 

nave and then rotating back to the front as you re-emerged up the 

side aisle. It did Lady Plumptre’s vertigo no good at all. It also 

allowed people to see that you were wearing suede shoes. For 

many of our worshippers, the most appalling of heresies are as 

nothing when compared to brown shoes under a cassock. 

I appreciate you made heroic efforts and got your 

sermon down to 30 minutes, but that is still 20 

minutes longer than they anticipated and 29 

minutes longer then their attention span. That is 

why the noise you thought was sidesmen counting 

the morning’s collection while you preached was 

in fact the organist jangling his keys in an attempt 

to remind you that his oven timer had long since 

switched off and his casserole was getting cold. 

No, use the pulpit in future; that is the reason why stonemasons 

600 years ago put twenty tons of marble in our church in the first 

place and it would be a shame to disappoint them. It also means 

that from a distance of 100 yards and a height of 20 feet, no one 

can tell that the glass of water I use liberally while preaching is in 

fact a gin and tonic. 

I concede that our pulpit has its dangers. I have known several 

bishops come to grief as their robes wrap themselves around the 

newel post as they ascend the steps. One, unable to untangle 

himself, was obliged to preach while half way up the steps and 

with his back to the congregation, while our verger was dispatched 

to find a pair of scissors.  Perhaps, before your next visit, we may 

install a mechanical floor in the pulpit, so that after 10 minutes, it 

slowly lowers you into the crypt while the congregation can get on 

with singing the last hymn before getting home in decent time. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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