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St Lawrence Fair 
July is here and so is our annual Fair, celebrating the patronage of 
St Lawrence over this community.  As we approach the anniversary 
of the grant of the charter from Edward II, the Fair remains a very 
special date in the annual calendar of our community.  It has 
changed its nature and purpose over the years from the medieval 
fair that was part of harvest celebrations, through the 19th century 
hospital fair, to the late 20th, early 21st century version that does 
more than anything else in our village life to bring the various 
communities within the village together.   

For many groups their entry into the fair procession is something 
that is worked on from the time that the theme for the fair is 
announced by the committee.  There’s always a hope that the 
theme makes the choice not too hard – but then something like this 
year’s theme of The Final Frontier causes confusion!  It doesn’t 
make it easy when choosing the way to devise the Fair Sunday 
service either.  Come along on Sunday 4th July at 10.30 at South 
Avenue and see what the result was. 

Confirmation 
It is a couple of years since we had the opportunity 
to present candidates for Confirmation.  I trust we 
will be able to remedy this in the autumn.  I would 
very much like to begin to get some groups of 
children and adults together to begin to prepare for 
this before the summer holidays intervene.   

Do please talk to me about confirmation if it’s something you 
would like to explore.  Do also talk to me if you might like to join 
in, even if you have already been confirmed but would like to think 
about a refresher. 

With my love and prayers 
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Radcliffe, Timothy OP: Why Go to Church? The Drama of 
the Eucharist, continuum, 2008, ISBN 978-08264-9956-1 
ppI-X, 1-208. 
In this book, which directly follows on from his best-seller Why 
Be A Christian, Radcliffe’s central thesis is that the Eucharist 
enacts the fundamental drama of all human existence. It forms us 
as a people who have faith, hope and charity and these three 
Christian virtues are associated in his schema with the different 
elements of the Eucharistic liturgy: he associates faith with the 
events from the opening blessing to the end of the Prayers of the 
Faithful; hope with events in the Great Prayer; and love with the 
events from the Lord’s Prayer to the dismissal; and ‘events’ is the 
correct word to use here because the exposition is dramatic. In the 
first section he uses Mary’s story from Luke 1 and Moses’ 
confrontations and dialogues with YHWH; the Great Prayer speaks 
for itself; and in the third part he most adroitly uses the two last 
Chapters of John. The structure he imposes on himself in terms of 
the virtues and the use of the Bible can stretch his consistency now 
and again but on the whole it works well. 

This is not to say that the narrative is either stiff or daunting as it 
avoids rhetoric and jargon (which might explain why there is a 
substantial unacknowledged debt in the structure and narrative to 
Hans Urs von Balthasar) as Radcliffe follows his usual custom of 
inter-weaving his serious theological points with anecdotes, 
exemplified by his opening paragraph describing a mother waking 
her son on Sunday morning and insisting that he must go to church 
because it is his duty and because he is the Diocesan Bishop! 

The impact of the Eucharist does not consist in a single attendance 
at church where something dramatic is supposed to happen but 
comes to infuse our lives: “Our ‘yes’ to the body of Christ 
transforms how we belong to each other and who we are.” 

This blend of the profoundly spiritual and the cheerful will strike 
some readers as incongruous but, to a degree, that is Radcliffe’s 
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point as he closes with an eloquent passage on the importance of 
embracing suffering and living in joy as we are sent out at the end 
of the meal. 

Radcliffe eschews both preaching and partisanship in a work 
which, if successful, will bring the presence of the Eucharist to life 
in our everyday lives. 

And, what is more, it made me resolve to change my way of life, to 
be more accepting and less calculating, and I can’t say that for 
many Christian books that I have read. 
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11th July - Sea Sunday 

Look around your house. How 
many things do you own that 
were made abroad? Ever wonder 
who brought them to you? 
Seafarers did – the men who 
work on the vast ships that ply 
the sea trade routes of the world. 
Theirs is a lonely, isolated life, 
spent far from home and family. 

On Sea Sunday we remember the 
plight of seafarers worldwide. 
2010 has been designated by the 

United Nations International Maritime Organisation as the ‘Year of 
the Seafarer’. If you would like to know more about various works 
being done to help them, please visit: www.scfs.org or 
www.missiontoseafarers.org 
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Very many thanks to all who gave 
towards £220.76 collected on the 
Sundays in May.  
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Dates for July 
We meet every week in the Guide HQ (which is in 
the corner of the long-term car park in Trinity 
Road) at 9.45am, except where this calendar says 
otherwise.  

4th Fair Sunday Service – 10.30 on South 
Avenue Recreation Ground 

11th Sunday School - Meet at the back of 
Church at 9.45am 

18th Sunday School - Last Sunday School 
this term      
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We were so blessed with such a lovely June day for Angela’s 
funeral service. Fr John led us in a wonderfully uplifting 
Eucharist. Neil and Claire and the choir ensured we really 
enjoyed the music. The chant Eat this bread was particularly 
poignant as Angela so loved Taizé. Thank you all for making it 
so special. To share it with so many good friends was truly 
moving. 

We were then able to enjoy the sunshine in the garden at Danny 
with a backdrop of the Downs which Angela so loved. 

We have a very caring community in our village. Thank you all 
for all your love and prayers and support in so many ways over 
the last months. The family and I know that we will continue to 
have that love. 
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 1 Thursday Home communicants 
 2 Friday Henfield parish 
 3 S Thomas   Apostle St Lawrence’ Fair 

 4 5th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  Our parish and people 
 5 Monday July anniversaries of death 
 6 Ss John Fisher & Thomas More Christian Unity 
 7 Wednesday Family Support Work 
 8 Thursday Peacemakers 
 9 Friday Priests 
10 Saturday Sunday School teachers 

11 S BENEDICT    Principal Patron of Europe Our parish and people 
12 Monday Deanery Synod 
13 Ss Henry & Cunegund Benedictine Oblates 
14 S Bonaventura   Bp  Dr Our life of prayer 
15 S Swithun   Bp Meteorologists 
16 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Sisters of the Love of God 
17 S Osmund   Bp   School leavers 

18 7th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  Our parish and people 
19 Ss Gregory   Bp Dr  and Macrina   Rel  The Orthodox Churches 
20 S Margaret of Antioch   Mr The parish of Ditchling 
21 S Laurence of Brindisi   Pr  Dr Nursing and Residential homes 
22 S Mary Magdalene   Apostle to the Apostles Our witness 
23 S Birgitta   Rel  Patron of Europe The European Union 
24 Saturday The school holidays 

25 8th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  Our parish and people 
26 Ss Joachim and Anne   Parents of Our Lady Grandparents 
27 Tuesday Hospitals and hospices 
28 Wednesday The farming community 
29 Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus   Friends of Jesus The Guild 
30 S Olaf   Mr  Magistrates 
31 S Ignatius of Loyola   Pr The Society of Jesus 
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The Beatitudes, given to us by Jesus in 
the Sermon on the Mount and recorded 
in Matthew 5-7,   are a series of 
blessings for people who live according 
to the principles of the kingdom of God.  
Coincidentally, this month, the Growing Together Group sent in 
the following article, and MU have also asked that we print their 
Beatitudes for Relationships, by an unknown author.    

Growing Together 
The group was asked to review the Beatitudes in the Gospels of 
Matthew (5.3-11) and Luke (6.20b-22). These reflect the concerns 
of Jews in 1st Century Palestine, so we set ourselves the task of 
writing a set reflecting the concerns of contemporary Christians. 
We would welcome comments. 

Blessed are those who seek to do the will of God - for they will see 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Blessed are those whom we reject, oppress or impoverish - for they 
will offer us redemption. 

Blessed are those who suffer the loss of loved ones - for they will 
be comforted by the Holy Spirit. 

Blessed are the compassionate - for they will receive the strength 
of our Father. 

Blessed are those who speak and act with integrity - for they will 
be the brothers and sisters of Jesus. 

Blessed are the tranquil and the peacemakers - for they will be 
reconciled with God. 

Blessed are those who risk themselves for the good of others - for 
they will be saved. 

Blessed are those who give all God’s children the room to be 
themselves - for they will be welcomed in God’s house. 
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Mothers Union 
These beatitudes for relationships were shared at a recent meeting:  
the author is unknown. 

1. Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves: they will 
have no end of fun. 

2. Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill: 
they will be saved a lot of bother. 

3. Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking 
for excuses: they are on their way to becoming wise. 

4. Blessed are those who know when to be quiet and listen: 
they will learn a lot of new things. 

5. Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take 
themselves too seriously: they will be valued by those 
about them. 

6. Happy are you if you take small things seriously and face 
serious things calmly: you will go far in life. 

7. Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a 
frown: you will walk on the sunny side of the street. 

8. Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the 
attitudes of others: you will achieve clarity. 

9. Blessed are those who think before they act, and pray 
before they think: they will avoid many blunders. 

10. Happy are you if you know how to hold your tongue and 
smile: peace has begun to seep into your soul. 
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Feast Days  

Originally used as the day to remember the death of martyrs on the 
day they died, Feast days now commemorate all the known saints 
many thousands of them.  Each month we show whose days we are 
remembering on the Calendar page of this magazine chosen from 
among the saints kept generally as well as locally in our diocese. 
We also remember other important days such as the dedication of 
our Church on the 28th May each year.  
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1    House to House Collection  
The Hurstpierpoint and Hassocks 

committee thank all collectors and everyone who gave so 
generously during the recent house to house collection. The 
amount raised was £1,170.25 which was even more than last year. 
A big thank you to everyone. 

2     Smoked Salmon Lunch  
This was a resounding success and raised just over £2,500. 
Thankfully the weather was the best day of the week and it was a 
most enjoyable occasion.  The committee would like to thank all 
those who attended, everyone who helped and  particularly Mr and 
Mrs Andrew Clay for allowing us to use their beautiful home. 
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Fr John led a party of parishioners from the two parishes of the 
Holy Trinity in Hurstpierpoint and Cuckfield to experience the 
Passion Play at Oberammergau which has been performed with 
only two breaks since it was instituted in 1634 as a commitment in 
return for the abatement of the plague. It is normally performed 
every decade, five times per week for four months, involving 

almost half of the village of 5,000 
in acting, playing, singing and 
undertaking off-stage responsib-
ilities. Most parts are played by just 
one person – but the leading roles 
are shared between two casts.  The 
picture shows the two actors who 
play Jesus – one a psychologist, the 
other [who we saw] the press 
officer for the theatre.  

During the period the participants not only continue with their 
ordinary lives, they also act as hosts for visitors, so that a leading 
figure may appear on stage and then serve your breakfast in her 
living room the following morning. Every detail is thought of so 
that, for example, accommodation relates to your place in the 4,500 
capacity theatre so that the audience can enter and exit rapidly 
without cross currents. 

The play itself has remained much the same in its history except 
for the addition of a full musical score for orchestra, choir and 
soloists at the end of the 18th Century and recent textual adjust-
ments to take account of contemporary sensitivity to anti Jewish 
overtones. It lasts just over 315 minutes and this year, for the first 
time, the two halves were performed in the afternoon and evening 
rather than in the morning and afternoon which allowed for a 
dramatic darkening for the crucifixion and spectacular illumination 
of the Resurrection before dawn but this meant that the audience 
could not follow their own language texts in the dark! 



���

Having said that, everyone knew the story but it was expanded to 
include tableaux of Old Testament pre-figurements and typologies 
of events in the life and death of Jesus and was expanded from its 
Scriptural base to include speculative material on the political 
context, producing major roles for Nicodemus, Joseph of 
Aramathea, Annas, Caiaphas and Pilate and a part for King Herod 
as sardonic as that in Jesus Christ, Superstar! 

The size of the auditorium and the stage meant that not everybody 
was seated in an ideal position to hear and see every detail but the 
experience was not dramatic in the ordinary sense but spiritual. 
People did not arrive as drama critics but as pilgrims seeking 
spiritual reinforcement for their faith. On a personal note, I found 
the depiction of the very ordinary, not to say plump, Mary’s sorrow 
particularly moving. 

We all had ample 
opportunity afterwards 
during our days in Strobl, 
in the Austrian lakes, to 
discuss our experiences 
formally and informally, 
particularly enriched by 
the experience of Rosslyn 
Stenning whose contrib-
ution last month on her 
first visit in 1960 was 
supplemented by three 
subsequent visits. 

Thanks are particularly due to Christine Sadler and Ros Thunder 
who respectively looked after the organisation in Hurstpierpoint 
and Cuckfield; and to Fr John.    
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On May 19th members listened to the remarkable and very personal 
story behind the Hurstpierpoint charity Cancervive, told us by Paul 
Huggett its founder. The charity provides support to anyone whose 
family or friends are cancer sufferers at any stage of diagnosis or 
treatment. The counsellors all have first hand experience 
themselves so they really do know what those who contact the 
service are feeling. Support is provided through group meetings 
and also via the Support Helpline : 0845 438 6418. 

Paul shared his vision for a time when people 
all over the UK will be able to go to a group 
as well as call the helpline. This was an 
inspirational talk delivered with humour and a 
very human touch which really moved many 
of us listening to him. 

The Methodist Church Flower Festival at the 
end of May, part of the centenary celebrations, 
was supported and enjoyed by several 
members. However our special thanks go to Anne Cole who put 
together the MU display for the festival. 

Whether Summer is really here or not is a bit hard to tell but the 
afternoon Summer MU Garden party was blessed with a dry day. 
The party was at Washbrooks Farm and there was a good turn out 
and a splendid spread. 

The weather also stayed dry for our evening outing to Newtimber 
Place. The classical cottage gardens surrounding the moated house 
were enjoyed by all but most fascinating was the dovecote which 
we were invited to see inside. After the chance to walk and talk at 
Newtimber the group transferred for a drink in the Royal Oak in 
Poynings where we took over one section: all squeezed together we 
soon warmed up. 
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National news update: Mothers’ Union, members of the Sanctuary 
Pledge coalition formed by Citizens UK, are delighted that the 
Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition government have 
committed to ending the detention of children for the purpose of 
immigration control. This is a huge victory for Citizens for 
Sanctuary teams, including Mothers’ Union members, who have 
been campaigning for an end to child detention. For more 
information visit www.sanctuarypledge.com. This is particularly 
relevant to us here as we have Tinsley House so close by and 
indeed their chaplain gave us a talk in October about life there, 
including for the children. 

July Diary Dates:  
14th July: Afternoon meeting trip to Nymans Gardens. Meet at the 
Library at 2.00pm and bring your National Trust card if you have 
one, otherwise normal admission costs apply (£8 for an adult). If 
you wish to stop for tea this is not included. 

17th July: Ark in the Park at Drusilla’s. Tickets in advance needed 
– see Sunday School notice board in Church. 

21st July: Summer Social – a shared meal at Harvesters at 8.00 pm. 
– please bring a dish. 
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God of the nations, who has always called 
his people to be a blessing for the world, 
bless all who take part in the World Cup. 
Smile on South Africa in her hosting, 
on the nations represented in competition 
and on those who travel to join in the party. 
Amen. 

And one for those simply not interested! 
Lord, as all around are gripped with World Cup fever, bless us with 
understanding, strengthen us with patience and grant us the gift of 
sympathy if needed.  Amen. 
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Baptisms 
30th May Lottie Zoratti 
 6th June Harry and Cora Nelson 
Marriages 
23rd May Jordan Smith and Gemma Pamment 
 5th June Nick Jenkin and Maggie Meier 
Deaths 
 5th June Clare Arlow 
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 Isaiah 66.10-14 Galatians 6.7-16 Luke 10.1-11, 16-20 

11th  ������������ �  
 Proverbs 2.1-9  1 Corinthians 3.10-11 Luke 18.18-22 

18th  ! �� ��������������������� ������������ � 
 Genesis 18.1-10a Colossians 1.15-20, 24-28 Luke 10.38-42 

25th " �� ��������������������� ������������ � 
 Genesis 18.20-32 Colossians 2.12-14 Luke 11.1-13 
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 3rd Sat  1.00 pm � ����#��� �$�����  
5th Wed  2.00 pm Hurst WI at the Guide HQ: Cooking 

for one – Members’ ideas 
14th Wed  2.00 pm MU Outing to Nymans Gardens – meet 

at the Library 
17th Sat  MU Ark in the Park at Drusilla’s, Alfriston 
18th  Sun 12.30 pm BBQ and Cricket Match – St Lawrence field 
20th Tues  7.45 pm Wolstonbury WI at the Village Centre:  

Agony Aunts, Corsets and Warming Suppers  
Elizabeth Bridges 

21st Wed  8.00 pm. MU shared supper at Harvesters 
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St Lawrence’ Church of England Primary 
School’s PTA would like to thank every-
body who supported the school fete last 
month. Close to a record number 
attended and in excess of £6,000 was 
raised. To this will be added profits from 
the children’s Young Enterprise 
activities, in which all seven years 
showed great entrepreneurial skills in 

producing and selling a wonderful variety of products and games. 
The fund-raising is a terrific spring-board for the forthcoming 
classroom building works which will be funded in part from 
monies raised by the School. 

The School has had another successful year both 
inside and outside the classroom. Among a 
number of other notable achievements, 
congratulations to the chess team who became 
Sussex Champions (for all schools, independent 
or maintained) and the netball team who were 
runners-up in the Sussex Final and then runners-
up in the Southern Counties tournament in Bournemouth, beating 
the Sussex winners en route; St Lawrence was the only team to 

field an all-girls team. 

In addition, our school has recently been re-
awarded three National awards: Investor-in-
People; the Quality Mark (for the teaching 
of Basic Skills); and Artsmark Gold (for 
commitment to the Arts). 

�	�������
����

���

��� � �	����	����	����	��� """"��� �� ���#�#�#�#� ����������������� ���				 ���	�����������	�����������	�����������	�������� """"����#�#�#�#�����
Parish Cricket 20/20 Match,  
Sunday, 18th July at the St Lawrence Oval 
Father John is recruiting hard in an attempt to level the series, 
currently being one down after the first three matches (two of 
which have been won in the last two balls of the match). The 
equally competitive Margaret Carey, apparently, has other ideas. 
With the build-up starting, it is time to dust off your kit (don’t 
worry if you don’t have any), get practicing (don’t worry if you 
don’t have time to, nor have played since school) and make 
yourself known to the Rector, Margaret, John Levin or Graham 
Watson (do make sure you do this). 

The afternoon starts at 12.30 pm with a splendid barbeque in the 
School grounds, prior to a 20/20 match at 2pm, punctuated with tea 
and delicious cakes between innings. 

All budding - and budded - 
cricketers, do make sure your diary 
is kept clear to participate in the 
highlight of the summer.  

Tickets will be available from 
Dena, Judy and the Church Plus 
team. 
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Articles, notices, information, letters or 
indeed anything you would like included in 
the next edition of Meeting Point should be 
delivered to Sue Coxhill at Russell’s 
Cottage, St George’s Lane or e-mailed to 
sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com by midday 
on Monday, 26th July. 
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July 1889 
The Church of England Temperance Society (CETS) appears to 
have been a strong organisation in Hurst.  In July 1889, 400 people 
paid to take part in races and other sports at the Whit Monday 
Temperance Fete and 120 sat down to tea. 

“And is there not need of prayerful exertion 
on God’s behalf, and on behalf of our poor 
fellow creatures who are the slaves of drink! 
At least twice lately have our streets been 
disturbed by the clamour of drunken men - 
not our own people, but strangers.  

It is hard upon respectable females to be subjected to such sights 
and sounds. And it is a sad temptation to children to turn such sin 
into ridicule. We earnestly beg of parents to teach them the shame 
and sorrow of drunkenness and to look on such grievous sights 
with sadness and loathing... And in hot weather hard working men 
are tempted by great thirst to drink more than is good for them.  

We should help them all we can - by entering into their condition 
and supplying them with what will quench their thirst and 
strengthen them for their exhausting labours.”    

Note:  In 1876 a London printer gave 5 shillings [25p] to the 
Church of England Temperance Society to help to try to break the 
cycle of offending – that year the CETS appointed a “missionary” 
to the Southwark court and the London Police Court Mission came 
into being.  Within 10 years the Probation of First Offenders Act 
was passed and in 1907 the Probation service was established.  By 
1930 the prison population had been halved.  It was only in 1936 
that it was proposed to sever the formal link with the Church and to 
make the service entirely state run. It is another example of the 
way in which so much of what we take for granted today was 
begun in a voluntary way by the Church.  
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Talk About on Tape  
Do you know anyone who is finding 
the print of Village Voice hard to read?  
It is now recorded every month on 
Talk About on Tape, an edition 
especially for people with poor sight. 
A free postal service, it drops through 
letter boxes by the 1st of every month. 
It is edited for easy listening, and starts with a calendar of all the 
events mentioned in the magazine, including all the activities at 
Age Concern. Why not telephone 845882 today for a sample copy 
of Talk About on Tape including Village Voice? 
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Yews Talking News 
Yews Talking Yews was formed in 1976 to offer an audible local 
news and information service to the residents of Mid-Sussex. 

The weekly tape contains extracts from all the main stories in The 
Mid-Sussex Times, together with useful local information and 
items of general interest. The master tape is recorded when the 
paper is published on a Thursday, copies are prepared and posted 
on Friday, and should be received by listeners on Saturday. 

Preparation of the tape is all done by volunteers, and is completely 
free, as is the postage to visually-impaired recipients. 

The organisation makes use of the services of about 75 volunteers 
for a range of tasks: editors, readers, engineers, copiers, cleaners 
and packers. Further information can be obtained from the 
Membership Secretary; Mrs Carolyn Hulatt, Yews Talking News 
of Mid-Sussex, 19, Fairfield Way, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, 
RH16 1UT; tel 01444 417953.   
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Genesis Chapter 1  
On the first day, God created the dog and said: ‘Sit all 
day by the door of your house and bark at anyone who comes in or 
walks past. For this, I will give you a life span of twenty years.’    
The dog said: ‘That’s a long time to be barking. How about only 
ten years and I’ll give you back the other ten?’ 
So God agreed. 

On the second day, God created the monkey and said:  
‘Entertain people, do tricks, and make them laugh. For 
this, I’ll give you a twenty-year life span.’  The monkey 
said: ‘Monkey tricks for twenty years? That’s a pretty long 
time to perform. How about I give you back ten like the 
Dog did?’  And God agreed. 

On the third day, God created the cow and said: 
‘You must go into the field with the farmer all day long 
and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to 
support the farmer’s family. For this, I will give you a 

life span of sixty years.’  The cow said: ‘That’s kind of a tough life 
you want me to live for sixty years. How about twenty and I’ll give 
back the other forty?’  And God agreed again. 

On the fourth day, God created man and said: ‘Eat, sleep, play, 
marry and enjoy your life. For this, I’ll give you twenty years.’  
But man said: ‘Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me my 
twenty, the forty the cow gave back, the ten the monkey gave back, 
and the ten the dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay?’ ‘Okay,’ 
said God, ‘You asked for it.’  So that is why for our first twenty 

years we eat, sleep, play and enjoy ourselves. For 
the next forty years we slave in the sun to support 
our family. For the next ten years we do monkey 
tricks to entertain the grandchildren. And for the 
last ten years we sit on the front porch and bark at 
everyone. 

Life has now been explained to you. 
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