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The Kingdom season 
November is the month when we look particul-
arly at those who have gone before us marked 
with the sign of faith and who rest in the sleep 
of peace.  We begin the month with All Saints 
and All Souls days.  The one turns our thoughts 
to those who lived the Christian life in a special 
way and who are our exemplars: those who show us something 
special about Jesus.  We know the names of those who are in the 
calendar – but there are so many more, we have ourselves known 
some in our lives, others known only to God.  The next day 
reminds us of all those who have died and for whom we continue 
to pray that God will bring them to his Kingdom.  We will 
remember particularly those who died during the past year as well 
as others of our friends and family by name at the Eucharist on All 
Souls day at 11.00 and at 19.30.  On 8th November we recall the 
saints of England and on the 11th [& 14th] we will remember all 
those who gave their lives in war, particularly in the two great wars 
of the last century.   

All this comes as we begin in our Sunday readings to hear those 
passages of the gospels that turn us towards the end times.  In 
Luke’s gospel this year we will hear Jesus talking to us about the 
resurrection, how God is God of the living and not the dead; the 
God whose Kingdom has been opened for all of us by what Jesus 
has done.  We will be reminded that getting there may be difficult 
when people challenge us to argue conclusively for our faith and, 
for some, like our own James Hannington, that may mean being 
prepared to go to the ultimate lengths for our faith.  However we 
are reminded on the last Sunday of the church’s year that the 
Kingdom is the place that Jesus opened for us by his death – Jesus 
reigns as King from the arms of the Cross. 

May Jesus say to us as he said to the thief crucified with him 
“today you will be with me in paradise” 
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St Lawrence’ School admissions 
It was only in  September that I wrote about our need to introduce a 
method for parents to record their regular attendance at worship in 
our Church so that I should be able to sign the reference forms with 
a clear conscience.  At their recent meeting the school governors 
decided that they would consult with the diocese, the local author-
ity and others about making some changes to the criteria for 
admission.  The change that will affect those who are resident in 
the parish and worship regularly is that parents will have, for 
admission in September 2012 or thereafter, to have been regular 
worshippers at least once a month for two years, rather that the 
current one year, either in our Church or be able to get the priest of 
their previous parish to sign a reference for them. 

With my love and prayers 
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Baptisms 
26th September Rachel Amber Christina Wilton 

17th October Matthew James Horscroft 

24th October Ellen Rose Hitt 

24th October William John Bazeley 

Deaths 
29th September Alan Pierce 

 9th October Molly Jeffries 
              May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
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Shortt, Rupert: Rowan’s Rule: The 
Biography of the Archbishop, Hodder & Stoughton, 2008 
Rupert Shortt observes in fine a introduction outlining the key 
issues in the book that he is prepared to be judged on the basis of 
whether different factions in the Church of England think that he 
has been fair. I deliberately read the book before the final, 
marathon General Synod debate on Women’s ministry to see if it 
might enlighten me on the Archbishop’s likely course of conduct 
but deliberately delayed writing a review until that debate was 
concluded. Thus, my judgment of Shortt depends on how 
accurately he depicted the Archbishop’s mind as an indicator of 
how he might act. 

Shortt’s overall assessment is that Archbishop Rowan Williams is 
the most obviously holy and learned occupant of the see of 
Canterbury since Anselm, a big claim which he defends more than 
adequately. On the other hand, he says, the Archbishop, in trying to 
see all points of view, tends to favour the under dog, buckles under 
pressure and can therefore make poor ‘political’ and managerial 
decisions. 

Shortt’s book finishes after the debate on women’s ministry in 
2008 where he already had some clues - which he largely omitted 
to mention - that these worldly weaknesses would affect the course 
of the controversy. Having bowed to the ruthless pressure over the 
issue of Jeffrey John, he has, during the past two years, given much 
more weight to the objections of those who cannot accept women’s 
ministry than to the aspirations of women in the church and their 
contribution to its life and health. This leaning to the minority of 
traditional Catholics over thousands of women clergy resulted in a 
proposal from the Archbishops - Holy Rowan and lawyer Sentamu 
- much in favour of the former and offensive to the latter which 
was thrown out by the House of Clergy at the General Synod 
largely through the efforts of women priests and it says much for 
the high regard in which he is held as a man of God that his 
standing has not been damaged by his serious tactical error. 
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Throughout, Shortt and I agree that the Archbishop has always 
been above the ordinary cut and thrust of ecclesiastical politics, 
calling on us all to be as high minded as himself but that presents a 
dilemma to every church leader in charge of an aspiring but 
imperfect institution: God may call upon us all to be absolutely 
loving of those we do not like, but to reward ruthless dissent at the 
expense of quiet and loyal service is a catastrophic mistake in 
dealing with human affairs. For myself, if I had to be stranded on a 
desert island surrounded by an archipelago of hostile forces I 
would prefer to be with Richard Nixon rather than Mother Theresa, 
or Rowan, for that matter. This particular controversy demonstrates 
Shortt’s more general point that the Archbishop’s political 
antennae are not so sharp nor so subtle as are his theological 
antennae. 

That being said, Shortt is scrupulously fair in setting out a range of 
issues which show the Archbishop to great advantage and which 
demonstrate his complexity of mind. He is not always careful to 
draw distinctions between fact and speculation, he falls into the 
Ackroyd syndrome of throwing in chunks of biographical material 
just because they are chronologically appropriate “Meanwhile, the 

Tsunami ...”), and he is not so 
analytically acute as Theo Hobson in his 
Anarchy, Church and Utopia: Rowan 
Williams on Church. This book also 
suffers from the disadvantage that it 
does not make very much sense unless 
you have read his Rowan Williams: An 
Introduction which provides a detailed 
analysis of the Archbishop’s theological 
development. 

Which only goes to show that writing 
biographies of the living is a thankless 
task unless they are celebrities whose 
puny revelations rake in the shekels. 
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Dates for November 
We meet every week in the Guide HQ (which 
is in the corner of the long-term car park in 
Trinity Road) at 9.45am, except where this 
calendar says otherwise.  

7th No Sunday School – First Sunday 
Service 

14th Sunday School - Remembrance Sunday 
[Collect from church service by 10.35] 

21st Sunday School 

26th Preparing for making Advent wreaths 
from 3.30 - venue to be confirmed 

28th Sunday School - in Church to make 
Advent wreaths 
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By the time you read this note my radio therapy will be 
finished and daily trips to the hospital will be a thing of 
the past.  Thank you to all for your prayers, numerous 
cards and visits.  I just look forward to leading a normal 
life again and getting back to full health. 
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28th November 
As November closes, Advent begins. The 
exact birth-date of Jesus is not known, but 
during the 5th century the date of 25th 
December was chosen to become the Feast of 
the Nativity, or Christ-mass. 

By the sixth century, the Christian Church 
was in the habit of spending several weeks leading up to Christmas 
in prayerful, expectant preparation. The fourth Sunday before 
Christmas Day became Advent Sunday. ‘Advent’, of course, 
means ‘coming’, or ‘coming in’, and traditionally special candles 
have been lit, and more recently, advent calendars used, as the 
Church prepares itself for the coming of the Holy Child, the long-
awaited Messiah. 
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Once again we will be collecting gifts for families in need in 
Sussex.  We will be grateful for any new unwrapped presents for 
all ages of children, especially teenagers; plus suitable gifts for 

parents, and rolls of 
wrapping paper. 

There will be a box at the 
back of the Church 
throughout November to 
collect your kind donations. 

With many thanks for your 
continued support. 
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 1 Monday Archdeacons 
 2 All Souls Those we love and see no longer 
 3 S Martin de Porres   Rel St Lawrence’ School 
 4 S Charles Borromeo   Bp Bringing people to Christ 
 5 Friday Parliament 
 6 S Leonard   Hermit Prisons and prisoners 

 7 2nd SUNDAY OF THE  K INGDOM  Our parish and people 
 8 All Saints of England The Church in our land 
 9 [Margery Kempe] Growth in prayer 
10 S Leo the Great   Bp  Dr Local hospitals 
11 S Martin of Tours   Bp Those who serve in the forces 
12 S Josaphat   Bp  Mr The Orthodox Churches 
13 Saturday Justice for all people 

14 3rd
 K INGDOM SUNDAY [REMEMBRANCE ] The peace of the world 

15 S Albert the Great   Bp  Dr November anniversaries of death 
16 S Margaret of Scotland Those in authority 
17 S Elizabeth of Hungary   Care worker Sunday School teachers 
18 S Hugh of Lincoln   Bp Sick children 
19 S Hilda of Whitby   Abb Mediators and negotiators 
20 S Edmund of East Anglia   Mr Diocesan Synod 

21 CHRIST THE K ING  Our parish and people 
22 S Cecilia   V  Mr Church musicians 
23 S Clement of Rome   Bp Family Support Work 
24 The Martyrs of Korea Magistrates and Judges 
25 S Catherine of Alexandria   Mr Libraries and librarians 
26 Friday Community development 
27 Saturday Hurstpierpoint College 

28 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT  Our parish and people 
29 Monday The mission of the Church 
30 S Andrew the Apostle The people of Scotland 
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This year is the 70th anniversary 
of the Battle of Britain – when the 
horrors of the Luftwaffe bombs 
were heavy over British skies. On 
this Remembrance Day we can 
only imagine the terror of living 
in Coventry, in Liverpool, in 
London during these months 70 
years ago. It must have seemed 
like the beginning of the end of 
the world. 

It is a good time to stop and thank 
God that in the end, evil did not 
prevail. Hitler did not win the 

battle to dominate Europe. His expected ‘rule of a 1000 years’ 
lasted a mere 12 years (1933 to 1945). And we can thank God for 
the courage and endurance of our fathers and grandfathers, our 
mothers and grandmothers, in the midst of such towering darkness 
and destruction.  

Seventy years on, the world is still at war. Man’s greed and 
arrogance and desire for domination have not gone away. There are 
still battles to be fought for our land, major problems to be solved. 
Economic uncertainty, terrorism, climate warming… the threats 
are different, but our need for courage, endurance and perseverance 
is the same. It is a good time to pray for our nation and ourselves, 
to turn to God in repentance and in faith, to ‘walk more nearly’ and 
‘follow him more clearly’. It is a good time to be ready to serve our 
God and serve our neighbour in whatever way lies opens before us. 

On Thursday 11th November at 11.00 am there will be a gathering 
at the War Memorial to observe the two minutes silence. There will 
be the usual parade through the village on Sunday with the two 
minutes silence at 11.00 by the War Memorial followed by the 
service for Remembrance Sunday in Church. 
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Incense 
A number of churches use incense within 
their worship; some as a regular feature, 
others on particularly special occasions, 
such as Easter and Christmas, yet others 
only as a part of one-off informal 
participative services. 

‘Incense’ is a combination of natural gums, plants and waxes, each 
different combination giving a unique fragrance. You can find 
incense in many different forms in local shops for use in the home 
– sticks, cones, within wax to melt on a heated plate and so on. 
In churches it’s most common to use incense in the form of small 
grains which are placed on burning charcoal. 

Incense was used in worship long before the time of Jesus. Its 
sweet smell and its rising smoke give it the image of a person’s 
prayers rising up to God. It’s no surprise that the psalmist says in 
Psalm 141, “Let my prayer come like incense before you.” 
Each granule when placed on a heated 
coal immediately emits a strong perfume 
and clearly perceptible smoke. When a 
number of grains are placed together the 
result is a powerful visible reminder that, 
whilst alone we can be heard and seen, 
together we are far more potent and 
noticeable. 

The slightest time of burning can leave an 
aroma long after the heat of the burner is 
quenched and the incense itself is 
consumed. 
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 Job 19.23-27a 2 Thessalonians 2.1-5,13-17 Luke 20.27-38 

14th  � �� �������	�
����
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���� ����������� �
 Malachi 4.1-2a 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 Luke 21.5-19 

21st ���������������  
 Jeremiah 23.1-6 Colossians 1.12-20 Luke 23.33-43 

28th � �� �
����
����������  
 Isaiah 2.1-5 Romans 13.11-14 Matthew 24.36-44 
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 3rd Wed 2.00 pm Hurst WI at Guide HQ   

Annual meeting 

 6th Sat  8.30 am Big Boys Breakfast at the Guide 
HQ  Tickets £5   After-breakfast 
speaker - Fr Michael Clarkson 

10th Wed  2.30 pm MU at Long Melford, Albourne Road 
Victorian Hymns – Richard Thompson 

13th Sat 10-11.30 Coffee Morning, Silent Auction, Bring & 
Buy at the Guide HQ  see p 13 

16th Tues  7.45 pm Wolstonbury WI at Village Centre   

17th Wed  8.00 pm MU at Guide HQ  Kenya visit – Anne Cole 

23rd Mon  8.00 pm PCC Meeting at St Lawrence’ School 

26th/27th  various times Village Centre Christmas Fayre 

30th Tues  10-12 FSW Coffee Morning at Harvesters see p 14 
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Mothers’ Union Members have been busy over the last few weeks. 
25th September was the Diocesan Overseas Day in Haywards 
Heath and our members provided help running the event, making a 
cake, producing raffle prizes and taking part in the day. Overseas 
Day is all about raising awareness of the work MU as an 

organisation does abroad. This year, there 
was a Prayer Room with a ‘Prayer Tree’ 
where people could leave their own 
prayers and read prayers left by others, 
plus a children’s craft area and lunch of 
African curries. ‘Djembe Divas’, the 
female African drumming group from 
Brighton, danced and performed and there 
was singing in Swahili and English led by 
a group from Rwanda and Cameroon. 

Hope to see you next year if you didn’t make it this time! 

The October afternoon meeting entitled Faith Memorabilia 
provided members and friends with an opportunity to share some 
very personal thoughts with some surprising anecdotes making it a 
very successful meeting. 

Looking ahead to our future events we have the Big Boys’ 
Breakfast on Saturday, 6th November in the Guide HQ. Tickets are 
on sale now at £5 per person and not only 
do you get a full English but a talk from 
Michael Clarkson as well. 

At the end of the month, Mothers’ Union 
members have a stall at the Village Centre 
Christmas Fair on Friday evening and 
Saturday morning, 26th and 27th 
November. Donations of cakes for our 

���

cake stall would be greatly appreciated and can be delivered to the 
stall from 5.30pm on the Friday or at any time during the fair. 

Proceeds from the stall will be given to the Mothers’ Union prison 
projects. MU is involved with over 90 prisons throughout the UK 
and Ireland. There are over 1,000 MU members who volunteer in a 
variety of roles. Here are just some of the areas Mothers’ Union 
volunteers are currently involved with: parenting groups within 

prisons, offering support to visiting families, 
provision of toys and games for children’s 
play areas, running safe play areas and 
support groups for women, assisting with 
chaplaincy work, helping with outside father 
and child visits, helping with mother and 
baby units (including baby minding and 
pram walking), providing listening ears and 
being an independent person involved in 
observing extended visits. 

 

Dates for your diary: 
 6th November Big Boys’ breakfast (see above) 
10th November Victorian Hymns – Richard Thompson. 

2.30pm  - at Long Melford, Albourne Road.  
17th November in the Guide HQ 8.00pm. We will be hearing 

from Anne Cole about her recent trip to 
Kenya with MU. 

26th/27th November Cake stall at Village Centre Christmas Fair 
in aid of MU prison projects. 

1st December MU Advent Evening starting with a service 
in Church followed by a shared meal in the 
Guide HQ. 

������������  
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Saturday, 13th November 
at the Guide HQ, 10.00 am 
to 11.30am 
The bring and buy will 
feature possible Christmas 
gifts and produce as well as cakes to eat right away. 

Perhaps you did not come to last February’s silent auction and are 
not sure how it works. Volunteers offered their services to provide 
a set number of hours of gardening, housework, baby sitting (CRB 
checked), etc. We also had offers of a place at a dinner party or 
afternoon tea, a take away meal or dessert and even a trip to the 
dump which was very useful to someone without their own 
transport. On the day we also placed some of the best bring and 
buy items in the silent auction. Each lot was listed on a separate 
piece of paper, and bidders added their names. Some bidders had to 
keep on returning to increase their bid where several people were 
competing for the same service. The highest bidders were then 
issued with a ticket to present to the donor when they claimed their 
lot. 

There are lists in church for you to sign up to 
offer a service or place an advanced bid, and 
also to offer to help on the day. How about 
offering to ice a cake, take a dog for a walk, cut 
the sandwiches for a children’s party? You may 
have other things you can think of which 
someone else would value, be it a specialised 

skill or a simple service. This not only raises money for the church 
but also brings us together as a community serving one another and 
sometimes getting to know each other better. 

For more details contact Dena on 833724.  

���

FSW is an 
organisation within the 
Diocese of Chichester. It 
helps parish, deanery and diocesan 
people - people in our community. 
Perhaps even in your road there are 
people and families with problems, 
who simply cannot cope. They are 
victims of events beyond their control 

which have turned their lives on their heads.  Parents trying to cope 
because of death, divorce, illness or desertion. People who care for 
those who can’t look after themselves, who need a break before 
they break! 

This is why the work of FSW is vital. It intervenes to provide at 
first a safety net before people fall irrevocably into self-pity and 
despair. It helps people rebuild their lives, regain a sense of self 
belief, self confidence and eventually self reliance.   

Remember, “there but for the Grace of God” and support our work: 
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Saturday, 27th November at 7.15pm in the Village Centre 
Come along and join us for an evening of fun and nostalgia and 
support this worthy cause. There will be a 1940s theme with enter-
tainment by Daisy Pipperage. Why not enter into the spirit of the 
evening and dress in 1940s outfits – (entirely optional). There will 
be a cash bar, a fund raising raffle with some great prizes, spot 
raffles and prizes for the best outfits, plus sale of RNLI souvenirs, 
Christmas cards, diaries, etc.  

Tickets – £12.50 (includes supper) available from: the Mint House, 
Hurst (834443); Shafers in Hassocks or from Committee members.  
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Our annual Christmas Fair is on Saturday, 20th 
November in the Village Centre from 10.00 and 
12.30pm.  Father Christmas will be coming and 
there will be lots of stalls, including cakes, tombola, 
raffle, bric-a-brac, children’s games to play, and refreshments. The 
results of the colouring competitions will be announced as well.  
Looking forward to seeing you there. 
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“The Choirmen and Ringers had a very 
enjoyable visit to London on Wednesday, 
Oct. 18th, and brought back glowing 
accounts of the entertainment provided at the 
Colisseum. The younger members of the 
Choirs had a very pleasant afternoon at the 

Victoria Gardens at Burgess Hill, where the lake and the boats 
afforded plenty of amusement.” 
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God whispered in my ear one day 
And said how it would be  

I shrugged and turned away and said 
“No way, you can’t mean me!” 

Next time it wasn’t a whisper 
He spoke quite loud and clear 

He had a job for me to do 
He said “have faith, don’t fear”. 

So I took the challenge offered 
But how should I begin? 

This task was much too big for me 
I had to trust in him. 

When the problems overwhelmed me 
And I couldn’t see my way 

I’d put my faith and hope in Him 
Fall to my knees and pray. 

And my God, he never failed me 
Through good days and through bad 

He filled me with a courage 
I never knew I had. 

So if you feel God calling you 
Don’t doubt and answer “no” 

He knows the plans he has for you 
Step out in faith...and go! 
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Clues Across 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we 
have gained — by faith 
into this grace’ (Romans 
5:2) (6);  4  Deprives of 
sight (Deuteronomy 
16:19) (6);  8  The words 
of a hymn do this 
(mostly) (5);  9  Faithful 
allegiance (1 Chronicles 
12:33) (7);   10 Belgium’s 
chief port (7)  11 Where 
John was baptizing 
‘because there was plenty 
of water’ (John 3:23) (5);  
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9);  17 Jesus’ tempter in the 
wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5); 19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7); 
21 ‘Your will be done — — as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5); 
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5); 23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6);   
24 ‘Out of the — I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6). 
 
Clues Down 
1  Popular Christian author and humorist, — Plass (6);  
2  Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7); 3  Method of 
compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack (2 Chronicles 
32:1) (5); 5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4); 6  Lonny (anag.) (5);  
7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6); 9  Husband of Deborah, the 
prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9); 13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7); 
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in 
Laodicea (Revelation 3:16) (4,3); 15 ‘Simon Peter climbed aboard 
and dragged the net — ’ (John 21:11) (6); 16 His response to 
Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go, that we may 
die with him’ (John 11:16) (6); 18 ‘There will be weeping and 
gnashing of — ’ (Matthew 8:12) (5); 20 Walkway between rows of 
pews in a church (5). 
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Hurst Festival: what a week we 
had! On Tuesday we enjoyed a 
cabaret of delightful rapid costume 
change with music from 
Hollywood, accompanied by loads 
of refreshments - courtesy of 
Margaret Carey and her team.  Then on Wednesday we went to 
Worthing to see a first class show - Carousel (thanks to Mary 
Yates).  Finally, on Thursday, Hurst College invited us to tea 
whilst their talented students charmed us with their music.  A truly 
enjoyable week to be long remembered. Thanks to all who 
contributed. 

To bring us down to earth we meet on Tuesday, October 5th at 
2.15pm under the leadership of Val Green to do Armchair 
Exercises. 
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Articles, notices, information, letters or 
indeed anything you would like included in 
the next edition of Meeting Point should be 
delivered to Sue Coxhill at Russell’s 
Cottage, St George’s Lane or e-mailed to 
sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com by midday 
on Monday, 22nd November.  

 

 
 
Very many thanks to all who 
gave towards £143.32 
collected on the Sundays in 
September. 
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Three boys were in the school yard bragging about their fathers. 
The first boy said, “My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of 

paper, calls it a poem and they give him 
£50...”  

The second boy said, “That’s nothing. 
My Dad scribbles a few words on a 
piece of paper, calls it a song and they 
give him £100.”   

The third boy says, “I’ve got you both 
beaten. My Dad scribbles a few words 
on a piece of paper, calls it a sermon and 
it takes eight people to collect all the 
money!” 
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