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Pope Benedict’s visit 
Just a week ago some of us saw 
Kevin Carey on television 
meeting the Pope at 
Holyroodhouse. It was the first of 
four very full days for one of the 
principal leaders of the world’s faith communities. The media were 
waiting, it seemed, to find ways of dismissing him – and thus also 
dismissing faith in any of its manifestations, but particularly the 
Christian faith. 
The message that came across from the very first speech that Pope 
Benedict made at Holyroodhouse and which continued in his 
sermons and other speeches across the visit was that those of us 
who follow the way of Christ must not be fearful of expressing our 
faith and the consequences that this has for our lives.  As the Pope 
spoke in Westminster Hall to the great and the good of our land he 
reminded us all that faith is not a private and individual matter but 
one that is at the hearty of our public life and has been so in the 
whole history of Europe.  Archbishop Rowan too reflected in the 
same way about the conviction “We do not as churches seek 
political power or control, or the dominance of Christian faith in 
the public sphere; but the opportunity to testify, to argue, 
sometimes to protest, sometimes to affirm – to play our part in the 
public debates of our societies. And we shall, of course, be 
effective not when we have mustered enough political leverage to 
get our way but when we have persuaded our neighbours that the 
life of faith is a life well lived and joyfully lived.” 
In the beatification of John Henry Newman, teacher of our own 
Carey Borrer, the Pope praised Newman for his great intellect but 
even more for his pastoral care of people and for his huge efforts to 
work toward an intelligent, well-educated group of lay people 
ready to defend their faith.  May that effort continue across our 
country today. 
With love and prayers 

��

���� �������������������������������� ���� �
���
�
���
�
���
�
���
 ����
Moore, Sebastian: The 
Contagion of Jesus, Darton, 
Longman & Todd, 2007 ISBN 10-0-232-52717 
Sebastian Moore has developed almost all of his theology in 
sermons and short talks and so, to make a coherent whole of his 
challenging theology, his editor, Stephen McCarthy, has sequenced 
his work, interpolating it with some of his verse and providing 
appendices of more verse and Sebastian’s notes on Focusing, a 
Christian equivalent of Zen Buddhism. 

On the whole, this book works as well as it can but there are some 
repetitions and some maddeningly cryptic remarks which bear 
almost interminable contemplation. 

Put simply, and that is always dangerous in theology, Moore’s case 
is that we were created with “Desire” which is: “Love trying to 
happen”; in other words, the Protestant ethic based on the basic 
corruption of humanity is totally misplaced and is, he says, 
attributable to the horrendous error of St Augustine who, in my 
words, transferred his personal experience of youthful sexual 
excess into a universal ethic which has affected/infected the 
Roman Catholic Church, with a small period of enlightenment 
when St Thomas Aquinas held sway, until today, given added 
impetus by the Reformation. Moore says that we need to 
concentrate on God and not godliness and he effectively uses the 
example of St Paul. 

Relationship is at the heart of Moore’s theology which is built on 
the ground of his understanding of the Trinity as a working 
relationship, a verb rather than a noun. For me, the most 
illuminating insight was his interpretation of the Resurrection by 
the Apostles as, to use my paraphrase, the power of the Spirit 
giving birth to their incarnational perception. Not surprisingly he 
then goes on to discuss the relationship of the Virgin Mary to the 
Holy Spirit in plangently erotic terms. 
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Most readers will no doubt be interested in how he argues for same 
sex relationships from the perspective of Natural Law which, he 
thinks, is better equipped to come to terms with them than 
Protestantism based on the Bible which is always subject to 
cultural interference.  

The passage I liked most but understood least was the importance 
he places on Jesus giving himself as bread rather than the priest 
‘turning’ the bread into Jesus. That one, suggestive phrase, makes 
the whole struggle worthwhile but there is much, much more to 
challenge and delight. 
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Dates for October 
We meet every week in the Guide HQ (which 
is in the corner of the long-term car park in 
Trinity Road) at 9.45am, except where this 
calendar says otherwise.  

 

3rd No Sunday School – Harvest Eucharist 
in Church 

10th Sunday School  

17th Sunday School - Cake sale in church  

24th No Sunday School - Half term   
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24th October 
Bible Sunday began over 100 years ago, in 
1904. Today it is a permitted day in the 
Church of England calendar and many 
churches of other denominations celebrate it 
on the last Sunday of October or a Sunday of 
their choice. The focus is on the importance of 

the Bible’s message and its relevance to our daily lives.  

Hassocks and district Bible Society action group has organised two 
events. A Coffee morning on Saturday 23rd October from 10 to 12 
am at Streat Barn, Streat, and a United Bible Service on Sunday 
24th October at St John’s Church, Burgess Hill at 6.00pm. The 
service at St John’s is an opportunity for all Christians to meet in 
unity, to give thanks to Almighty God for this pearl of great price, 
and to share fellowship during refreshments that will follow the 
service. Money raised at the Saturday Coffee Morning will go 
direct to Bible Society, so your presence and support will be 
gratefully received. 

Thousands of people in Tanzania are now reading the Bible for the 
first time, thanks to Bible Society’s work to put God’s Word into 
their own language. For years, 33 year-old farmer Josephine 
Mkala-Mungi, had to use a Bible written in Swahili, but now she 
has been set free to read the New Testament in Kikagulu, her 
mother tongue.  

‘It feels as if God is my best friend because he is now speaking to 
me directly,’ she said.  For this year’s Bible Sunday, on 24th 
October, the Bible Society will be asking churchgoers across the 
UK to support Bible translation work in Tanzania and to think 
about how the Bible’s message can bring new-found freedom to 
those who read it.  

In Tanzania some 56% of Josephine’s tribe, which numbers a third 
of a million people, don’t speak the national language, Swahili. 
Even more can’t read it. So, the Bible has literally been a closed 
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book to them. Bible Society’s translation work has changed all 
that.  

Translator Michael Nhonya spent four years working on the new 
Bible. “This is great,” he said. “To finally hear and read it feels like 
I’m in heaven. It feels like Jesus is speaking in the synagogue, only 
he’s speaking here. It means that Christianity will grow here.” 

You can support Bible Society’s translation work in Tanzania by 
visiting: www.biblesociety.org.uk/biblesunday2010. 

 

 

 

 

Very many thanks to all who 
gave towards the £204.57 
collected in August.  

 
The Lorica Trust has decided, after much discussion and negot-
iation, to transfer the management of the St Patrick’s homeless 
services to the award winning national service provider, Riverside 
ECHG (English Churches Housing Group). ECHG is the 
organisation that St Patrick’s partnered with in 1999 to build the 
hostel. So we have known and worked with them for over 10 years. 
Being part of Riverside will not change our charitable objectives 
and we will continue to fund the Nightshelter with your kind 
donations.  Riverside will be in a position to develop the projects 
further and strengthen what we have been able to do. 

Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness which has made a 
considerable difference to so many people over the years. 
...so obviously - NO CHANGE!!!    
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Harvest is a comparatively recent 
addition to the Church’s year. Less than 
200 years ago, harvest was not formally 
celebrated in church, but in the taverns 
and on village greens of the countryside, 
with wild drinking and eating before the 
harshness of winter set in. 

Then in 1834 an eccentric clergyman, 
called the Revd Robert Stephen Hawker arrived in Morwenstowe, 
a tiny hamlet of a few farms perched high on the windswept cliffs 
of the north Cornish coast. The church had been without a vicar for 
years, but now Parson Hawker strode the lanes of Morwenstowe in 
a bright purple or red cassock.  

Rural life in those days was harsh, and Hawker soon realised the 
sheer effort needed to survive in those parts. Harvest was the only 
thing that got people through the winter: a poor one meant 
starvation. Each bad year Hawker buried some of his congregation. 

But the summer of 1843 was perfect, and the harvest that year was 
exceptionally bountiful. The people of Morwenstowe were getting 
set to celebrate with their usual abandon, when Hawker stepped in. 
Who, he asked, did they think had given them the harvest? Were 
they not going to even say ‘thank you’ to Him?  

Abashed, the people came to church, and Hawker led them in 
giving thanks to God for his rich blessing upon them. A new 
tradition had arrived – in Morwenstowe.  
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The school Harvest service is at 9.30am on Friday, 1st October. 
Rosslyn Stenning, who organises the distribution of the gifts so 
generously brought to church by the children, will welcome some 
help immediately after the service, to collect and sort the gifts.  

Our own parish Harvest Thanksgiving is on Sunday, 3rd October at 
9.45 am. Help is needed again on Monday morning, 4th October, to 
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pack and deliver all the gifts. Offers of help will be most gratefully 
received by the churchwardens and Rosslyn. 

Our Harvest Lunch is at the Scout HQ on that Sunday. Tickets from 
churchwardens @ £5 [children under eleven free].  The Methodist 
Church invites us to tea that afternoon at 4.30pm followed by a 
Festival of Praise at 5.30 pm to mark the end of the Hurst Festival. 
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If you did not see, or want to discuss, Diarmaid 
McCulloch’s highly acclaimed BBC six-part series on 
the history of Christianity, why not join us at 
Growing Together. 

We will be viewing all six episodes on November 2nd, 9th and 16th; 
and January 4th, 11th and 18th. Each episode will be followed by a 
short discussion. 

For this very special series, Growing Together will meet at Treeps 
at 8pm for all six meetings. 
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Hallow 
Hallow is a word, usually used as a verb, 
meaning to make holy, consecrate, honour as 
holy, or to greatly revere. In what is now seen 
as an archaic form, it was used as a noun to 

refer to a saint or holy person. The adjective form hallowed, as 
used in the Lord’s Prayer, means held holy. 

Hallowe’en on 31st October is the Eve of All Hallows day – 
otherwise called All Saints day. 
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 Habakkuk 1.2-3 2.2-4 2 Timothy 1.1-14 Luke 17.5-10 

10th  �� �� ����	
��
��
����������� �����
�����  
 2 Kings 5.1-3, 7-15c 2 Timothy 2.8-13 Luke 17.11-19 

17th  �� �� ����	
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�����  
 Genesis 32.22-31 2 Timothy 3.14 - 4.5 Luke 18.1-8 
24th  �� �� ����	
��
��
����������� �����
�����  
 Ecclesiasticus 35.12-17 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18 Luke 18.9-14 
31st �����
��������	
�  
 Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18 Ephesians 1.11-23 Luke 6.20-31 
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 3rd  Sun �
��
��  Harvest Eucharist; lunch in the Scout 

HQ;  tea and Festival of Praise at the 
Methodist Church – see p 7 

 6th Wed  2.00 pm Hurst WI at Guide HQ  Finishing Touches – 
Kay Drake 

 9th Sat  7.00 pm Talent Night in Haywards Heath United 
Services Club in aid of Knowles Tooth 

13th Wed  2.30 pm MU at Washbrooks Farm  Sharing faith stories 
19th Tues  7.45 pm Wolstonbury WI at Village Centre  A 

complete kind of girl  Briony Hill 
20th Wed  8.00 pm MU at Guide HQ  FSW – Maggie Simons 
28th Thurs   7.00 pm Cantonata opera in Church see p 15 
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On Tuesday, 30th November, Marilyn Hills 
will be holding her annual coffee morning in 
aid of Family Support Work at Harvesters, 
Albourne Road. More details will follow 
nearer the time 
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A belated thank you to those who helped make our evening 
Summer Social such a success. There was plenty of food, good 
weather and a fun quiz written by Peter with answers relating to 
members’ names. Thank you to Marilyn for hosting the event.  

A Bible market started off our new 
programme of afternoon meetings on 
September 8th. Members brought along an 
assortment of wares and spoke about the 
Scriptural relevance of each. Items 
included various herbs, spices, a comb & 
toothpaste in addition to more traditional 

offerings of fish and bread. A silent auction was held afterwards 
and the market almost sold out! 

Our new programme of evening meetings started on September 
15th, when Andrew Priddell spoke eloquently to members about his 
trip to Oberammergau. Those members who had attended 
previously, along with members lucky enough to have joined 
Andrew earlier this year, reminisced fondly about their own 
memories of this deeply moving experience. Those who had not 
undertaken the trip nor witnessed the spectacular performance felt 
inspired and moved by the touching, personal recollections shared 
and the interesting insight given into how the Passion Play is 
organised and celebrated throughout the entire Oberammergau 
community. 

Copies of our 2010/11 calendar of meetings and events are now 
available on our board at the back of church. We are delighted to 
be welcoming several external speakers in the coming year’s 
programme, including at this month’s evening meeting, Maggie 
Simons, the Director of Family Support Work. We look forward to 
hearing how this pioneering, independent charity helps around 
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2,000 families per year across Sussex. Guests are always most 
welcome to attend any of our meetings – please speak with a 
Committee Member if you would like to join us.  

As our thoughts turn to harvest-time and we prepare to thank God 
for all that he provides, at Mothers’ Union we give specific thanks 
to him and to all those who gave last Autumn in response to our 
appeal for aid for the East African communities that had been hit 
by drought and left without food. We were able to give £180,000 in 
aid which was sent to local Mothers’ Union members on the 
ground to buy and distribute food and other provisions to those 
most acutely in need. 

With the changing of the seasons, some of us might be starting to 
consider Christmas with all the preparation and shopping involved.  
If you are one of these early birds, you might like to consider 
making your purchases with Mothers’ 
Union. Copies of our Christmas 
catalogue, which is filled with 
beautiful and affordable cards and 
gifts, many of which are fair trade, 
are available at the back of church. 
For those that prefer to shop on-line, check out 
http://shop.muenterprises.co.uk. 

Christmas time can place an additional burden on parents as they 
strive to contend with the sometimes exhaustive lists written to 
Dear Santa. Dear indeed, not just to the wallets and purses of 
parents, but in terms too of the cost to children’s childhoods caused 
by the excessive commercialisation of Christmas and aggressive 
marketing campaigns that will soon start to encroach upon our 
daily lives. Children are growing up believing they are what they 
own. Mothers’ Union believes children should be valued as 
children, not consumers. However, childhood has become a 
marketing opportunity worth £99 billion in the UK. Marketers 
target children’s natural inexperience, through methods such as 
celebrity endorsement, in order to reach not only children’s pocket 
money but also the household purse. These commercial pressures 
encourage materialism which negatively affects children’s 
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wellbeing, family life and peer relationships, and can encourage 
values that Jesus taught against. The use of sexualised content and 

the imposition of sexuality on children to 
market and sell goods is particularly 
concerning. Families can feel 
overwhelmed by this commercialisation of 
childhood and unsure how to challenge 
powerful marketing initiatives. In response 
to this, Mothers’ Union is launching a 
major campaign this month: to raise aware-
ness of the commercialisation of child-
hood; to empower families to address the 
influences of the commercial world within 

the home; and to hold the UK Government accountable to its 
pledge to address the commercialisation and sexualisation of 
childhood; through MU members lobbying political representatives 
in the UK and Republic of Ireland. 

Mothers’ Union has released a report highlighting new research 
findings, a copy of which may be found at the back of church. We 
are also producing a booklet for families to help them think 
through the issues and manage the impact of the commercial world 
within the home. For further details, please go to the campaign 
website at www.byebuychildhood.org 

 

Future Meetings/Events 

Oct 13th  Sharing Stories of your Faith – memorabilia:  2.30pm at 
Washbrooks Farm.  

Oct 20th Family Support Work - Maggie Simons 8pm at Guide HQ. 

Oct 23rd Autumn Council at Bishop Hannington Church, Hove  at 
10.30.  Please speak with a Committee Member for more details. 

Nov 6th Big Boys’ Breakfast at the Guide HQ [The Revd Michael 
Clarkson will speak afterwards]. 
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13th October  
This early King of England was the founder 
of Westminster Abbey. Never mind today’s 
entrance charges - at one point in his life, 
Edward was giving a full tenth of his 
income to Westminster Abbey. 

The son of Ethelred the Unready and his 
second, Norman, wife, Emma; his life had 

various ups and downs, including a brief exile in Normandy until 
he became King in 1042.  

As King, Edward had a tricky time, trying to keep the peace for 
over 20 years while a variety of Danish and Norman magnates 
struggled for power, leading, after Edward’s death to Duke 
William’s invasion. Scholars have long argued over how much of a 
success he was as a king. 

As a Christian, there is no doubt: Edward’s holiness was evident to 
all. He made himself accessible to his people, he was generous to 
the poor, and chaste. He was also reputed to have seen visions and 
even achieved miraculous cures for people through prayer.  

Edward did much to help the Church in many ways. His lasting 
contribution was the original Westminster Abbey - a huge 
Romanesque church, 300 feet long, with a nave of 12 bays. 
William the Conqueror made it the place of his, and every 
subsequent, coronation and it is the burial place of many kings and 
queens. It was finished and consecrated just before his death. 
Edward was buried there, and his relics remain there to this day. 

During the Middle Ages, Edward was a very popular saint: along 
with Edmund of East Anglia he was widely considered to be 
England’s patron until his place was taken by St George. 
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 1 S Thérèse of the Child Jesus   V  Dr Renewing our faith 
 2 The Holy Guardian Angels Church finances 

 3 18th
 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  [HARVEST] Thanks for Harvest 

 4 St Francis of Assisi World Wide Fund for nature 
 5 Tuesday The Almshouses in the parish 
 6 S Bruno   Rel St Hugh’s Charterhouse, Parkminster 
 7 Thursday Home communicants 
 8 Friday Our bell ringers 
 9 S Denys of Paris   Bp  Mr Nursing & Rest Homes 

10 19th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  Our parish &  people 
11 St Ethelburga   Rel October anniversaries of death 
12 S WILFRID    Bp  Missionary Our diocese and our bishops 
13 S Edward the Confessor   King St Edward’s Burgess Hill 
14 Thursday The Mothers Union 
15 S Teresa of Avila   V  Dr Religious communities 
16 S Margaret Mary   V Prayer groups 

17 20th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  Our parish &  people 
18 S Luke the Evangelist Doctors and Nurses 
19 Tuesday Sunday School 
20 Wednesday Priests 
21 Thursday Magistrates 
22 Friday St Lawrence’ School 
23 Saturday Shop workers 

24 21st
 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  [BIBLE ] Our parish &  people 

25 Ss Crispin & Crispinian   Mrr The armed forces 
26 S Cedd   Bp  Abb Universities 
27 Wednesday School half-term 
28 Ss Simon and Jude   App Witness to Christ 
29 S JAMES HANNINGTON    Bp  Mr The church in Uganda 
30 Saturday Youth workers 

31 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  Our parish &  people 
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4th October  
World Animal Day isn’t a 
recent addition to the 
calendar; it was started in 
1931 at a convention of 
ecologists in Florence as a 
way of highlighting the plight 
of endangered species.  

Since then it has grown to encompass all kinds of animal life and is 
widely celebrated in countries throughout the world. October 4th 
was chosen as it is the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, the patron saint 
of animals. It is intended as a day of celebration for everyone in the 
world who cares about animals and is not restricted to any one 
nationality, creed, religion, political belief or ideology. 
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Baptisms 
 4th September Riley Auben Palmer 
 5th September Noah Webster 
12th September Lewis Richard Martin Russell 

Marriages 
23rd August Tom Sawyer and Lucinda Jarvis 
28th August Mark Harrison and Rebecca Partington  
 3rd September Simon Zoratti and Katie Cattaneo 

Deaths 
31st August Eileen Walker 
 5th September Margaret Schroder  
 9th September Charles Killick 
19th September Beatrice Hudson 
              May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
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TICKETS  are available online or from: 
Vanilla  40 High St Hurstpierpoint 
The Mint House 94 High Street Hurstpierpoint 
Shafers 52 Keymer Road Hassocks 

Interval refreshments will be available 

CONCERT SHARE 
Profits from the evening will 
be shared between Cantonata 

Music & Holy Trinity 
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from Hassocks United 
Reformed Church, Keymer 
Road 
to a presentation by Lance 
Pierson of Mark’s Gospel, on 
Saturday, 23rd October in the 
church at 2.00 pm prompt. 
This is a one man performance 
by a charismatic professional 
actor who is in popular demand 
for his presentations which 
embrace both serious and light-
hearted subjects. Lance has appeared in St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Westminster Abbey, the Oval and all over England in the last 
twelve years, giving a variety of performances. He also conducts 
poetry related walks, for example in Highgate (Betjeman) and in 
the City of London where Milton went to school and is buried. His 
stage repertoire includes recitations of John Betjeman’s poetry and 
variety performances as Stanley Holloway, Rob Wilton and Al 
Read.   

In Mark’s Gospel, Lance brings to life the Bible story in the 
Bible’s own words. It is a performance not to be missed and we 
hope you will feel able to join us.  It promises to be an enjoyable 
afternoon.  If you would like tickets, please see Jean Nelson 
(832711). They are £5 each including afternoon tea. 
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Our September meeting proved highly 
successful, being Enrolment Day, and 44 
people cemented their membership for 
another interest-packed year.   

After ‘signing on’ we heard impressive 
news from John Rose, Director of Age 
UK, Hassocks. Already, many of us 
benefit from its services: taxis; chiropody; 
exercises; meals - excellent work at the 
Pauline Thaw centre. 

As part of the Hurst Festival, we had A 
Swell Party of Hollywood music with tea 
on September 21st.  The next day we went off to Worthing to see 
Carousel and then on the Thursday we were invited to take Cake 
and Music at the College. 

Our October 5th club meeting will be invigorating and amusing 
when Val Green takes us through Armchair Exercises. 

Come and join us - free! 
��������	��	 ����
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Articles, notices, information, letters or 
indeed anything you would like included in 
the next edition of Meeting Point should be 
delivered to Sue Coxhill at Russell’s 
Cottage, St George’s Lane or e-mailed to 
sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com by midday 
on Monday, 18th October.  
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Have you found one of the hidden gems in Hurstpierpoint? The 
Almshouses of the Holy Name are an attractive group of houses 
overlooking the Downs on the outskirts of the village off Brighton 
Road. consist of 6 small houses, each of which has a sitting room, 
kitchen, 1 bedroom and a shower room. There is also a pleasant 
shared garden and limited parking space.  

Are you aged 60 or over, in reasonable health, looking for local 
accommodation but find it difficult to pay a commercial rent? If so, 
the Almshouses could be right for you! We currently have one 
vacancy. Interested? Contact Richard Thompson (chair of trustees) 
on 834497, Diana Mason on 833375, or Sue Coxhill on 835586 or 
leave a message for Sue at sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com   

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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October 1905 
“The Croquet Tournament so kindly 
organised by Mrs. Weekes was held on 
the College Cricket Ground by the kind 
permission of the Headmaster. The 
proceeds, after paying necessary 

expenses, amounted to £8, which has been divided between the 
Boarded-out Children’s Fund, and the College Chapel Building 
Fund. We are glad to hear that the quiet, steady work of the 
College Authorities has at last been rewarded by the completion of 
the West Tower as far as the level of the Nave, which enables them 
to remove the unsightly West Wall, and adds enormously to the 
beauty of the magnificent chapel.”  
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Whose Fault is it Anyway?  
In a small town a businessman put in 
planning permission to build a nightclub 
complete with dancing girls. The local 
church started a vigorous campaign to 
block it from opening. The church launched a petition and held 
prayers in public. Work progressed, however, right up until the 
week before opening. Then one night a bolt of lightning hit the 
nightclub and it burned to the ground. 

The church members were rather smug after that, until the 
nightclub owner sued them all - on the grounds that they were 
responsible for the fire. Loudly protesting their total non-
involvement and innocence, the church members were all taken to 
court.  

As the case began, the judge looked over the paperwork and 
observed: “I don’t know how I’m going to decide this. It appears 
that we have a nightclub owner who believes in the power of 
prayer, and an entire church congregation that doesn’t!” 
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