
1 

FFFFROM THE ROM THE ROM THE ROM THE RRRRECTORYECTORYECTORYECTORY    
Not a register but an aid!  

Every school has to set criteria to decide 

which children should be admitted if more 

want places than there are to go round. In 

the past two or three years we have had 

that situation at S
t
 Lawrence’ school but in 

other years we have failed to find enough children to fill the 

classes. It was particularly so for this year’s intake – not just here 

but across the whole country. Our school is the village school and 

we are proud of that but it is also a church school. There is thus 

provision for children of parents who are regular worshippers, first 

at Holy Trinity and then at other churches and who live in the 

ecclesiastical parish to be in a higher category for admission than 

those who do not come to church.  

We are about to find ourselves once again at the time of year when 

people start coming up to me in Church on a Sunday – or ringing 

me up – and asking if I will sign their clergy reference form for the 

admission of their soon-to-be-four-year-old child into S
t
 Lawrence’ 

school. Each year I then begin to wrack my brain to ensure that I 

am truly saying that this parent has fulfilled the school’s require-

ments. I feel a need for help so that I can do this rightly and fairly.   

This means that with effect from the beginning of September those 

who will be asking me to sign the clergy reference form for 

admission to the school in 2011 or future years should make sure 

their names are in the book on the chest at the back of church and 

that they mark the list on any Sunday when they are in Church.  

The governors currently ask that parents seeking admission under 

this criterion attend at least once a month for at least one year. 

I fear age is telling and that, though I would prefer not to have to 

do this, it is the fairest way to work in the future. 

With my love and prayers 
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FFFFROM THE ROM THE ROM THE ROM THE LLLLIBRARYIBRARYIBRARYIBRARY    
Dunn, James D.G.: Romans: The 

People's Bible Commentary, Bible 

Reading Fellowship, 2001. ISBN 13 978 1 84101 082 3 pp180 
James Dunn’s account of Romans is as lucid as any account of this 

tortuous Epistle can be. He works methodically through thickets of 

what I would call ‘half meaning’ and maddeningly elusive nuance 

to produce a reading that is both convincing in itself and which 

effectively counters many of the interpretations which hold sway 

particularly amongst Protestants and Evangelicals.  

This does not mean that Dunn is a partisan Roman Catholic. He is 

careful, except for one key instance, to avoid citing the supposed 

misinterpretations of those with whom he disagrees, that instance 

being his observation that the notion of being “saved” would be 

rejected by Paul who saw salvation as a continuous process. In 

many ways this is a strength in an ecumenical Commentary but it 

leaves one slightly deflated, not because of a wish for controversy 

but because any attempt to teach Romans will involve some 

difficult discussion of the doctrine of “justification by grace 

through faith” and the consequent controversy about good works. 

Dunn says that this Epistle is the most important New Testament 

theological document which is a large claim which, I think, he fails 

to justify. The central contention that salvation is for Gentiles as 

well as Jews was a revolutionary statement but its expression was 

not confined to Romans and the detailed arguments are much more 

concerned with the salvation of the Chosen People than with 

Gentiles.  

Nonetheless, the major themes are set out methodically and clearly 

in 86 bite-sized sections, each with a concluding prayer, which 

makes this book an accessible means for study and prayer. Yet 

another fine book in this estimable series. 
Kevin Carey 

Growing Together will study this book on 5
th

 and 12
th

 October. 
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WWWWHEN HEN HEN HEN IIII    SSSSAY AY AY AY IIII    AAAAM M M M AAAA    CCCCHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN    

 

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not shouting, “I am saved!” 

I’m whispering, “I get lost; that is why I chose this way.” 

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I don’t speak of this with pride. 

I’m confessing that I stumble and need Someone to be my Guide. 

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not bragging I am strong. 

I’m professing that I’m weak, and pray for strength to carry on. 

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not bragging of success. 

I’m admitting I have failed and cannot ever pay the debt. 

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not claiming to be perfect. 

My flaws are all too visible, but God believes I’m worth it. 

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I still feel the sting of pain. 

I have my share of heartaches, which is why I cry his name. 

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I do not wish to judge. 

I have no authority; I only know I’m loved. 
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JJJJOHN OHN OHN OHN PPPPETERETERETERETERSSSS    
It was ten years ago and we were in need of a 

new foundation governor for S
t
 Lawrence’ 

school to be appointed by the PCC. John Peters 

had taught at the College for many years, 

finishing his time there as Second Master. In 

retirement, he was still much involved in teacher training and in 

examining. He was an obvious choice. Not only that but we knew 

that we would need a new chair of governors and so the arm-

twisting did not stop. But it was so well worthwhile. John’s 

contribution over these past ten years has been enormous. He has 

been an invaluable support and critical friend to the school and led 

the governors through some quite difficult times into the school’s 

truly great present.  

He has kept trying to retire. He stopped being chair of governors, 

persuading me to take it on. But he continued as vice-chair, again 

trying to retire but continuing through this last year to support Tim 

Moulds as chair. Now he has finally been permitted to stop and – 

though Joan may not entirely approve – we feel sure that he will 

still be around to give support when needed. 

Thank you, John, for all you have done. Fr John 
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TTTTHE HE HE HE CCCCALENDAR FOR ALENDAR FOR ALENDAR FOR ALENDAR FOR SSSSEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER    

 1 S Giles of Provence   Abb Social outcasts 

 2 S Vivian Redlich & Martyrs of New Guinea Faithful priests 

 3 S Gregory the Great   Bp  Dr The Church in England 

 4 S Cuthbert   Bp  Rel Knowles Tooth 

 5 14
th

 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

 6 Monday Teachers 

 7 Tuesday S Lawrence’ School 

 8 Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mothers 

 9 S Peter Claver   Rel All are included 

10 Friday Home communicants 

11 Saturday Family Camp 

12 15
th

 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

13 S John Chrysostom   Bp Dr September anniversaries of death 

14 Holy Cross Day Archbishop Rowan 

15 Our Lady at the Cross Hospitals and Hospices 

16 Ss Cornelius & Cyprian   Bp Mrr Prisoners of conscience 

17 S Hildegarde of Bingen  Abb Church musicians 

18 S Robert Bellarmine   Bp Dr Growth in prayer 

19 16
th

 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

20 The Martyrs of Korea and the Pacific Those who suffer 

21 S Matthew   Apostle Tax collectors 

22 Wednesday The Festival 

23 S Pius of Pietrelcino   Rel Religious Communities 

24 Our Lady of Walsingham Pilgrims 

25 S Sergius of Radonezh  Abb The Orthodox Churches 

26 17
th

 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Our parish and people 

27 S Vincent de Paul   Pr Those who care for the homeless 

28 S Wenceslas   Mr Those affected by recession 

29 S Michael & all Angels Being close to God 

30 S Jerome   Pr Dr Study of Scripture 
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HHHHURSTPIERPOINT URSTPIERPOINT URSTPIERPOINT URSTPIERPOINT OOOOPEN PEN PEN PEN SSSSTUDIOSTUDIOSTUDIOSTUDIOS    
...now joins with Hurst Festival 

Saturday and Sunday September 18
th

/19
th

 and 

25
th

/26th from 11.00 am to 6.00 pm  
2010 is a new and exciting year for us. This month 

we are joining up with the extremely successful 

Hurst Festival, now in its sixth year. The Hurst 

Festival has grown in size every year and we are 

really pleased to be holding our Open Studios as 

part of such a successful event. 

We will, as always, be showing and selling a wide 

variety of Art. This will include paintings in oil, watercolour, 

acrylic, pastels, gouache and mixed media, and also pottery, 

etchings, silk screen prints, lithography, calligraphy, stained glass, 

hand made glass beads and silver jewellery, photography and 

sculpture. 

This year we have 18 venues with 23 artists. All our studios are in 

the village and within easy walking distance of each other. We 

warmly welcome everyone to browse and all the work will be for 

sale. 

Once again Sylvia Thornhill (832510) will be offering light 

refreshments in aid of the local branch of West Sussex Association 

for Disabled People. The homemade bacon rolls and cakes are 

delicious! 

This will be our 8
th

 Year and the event is going from strength to 

strength, allowing people to purchase art at a very affordable price.  

We look forward to meeting you! For more information visit   

www.hurstpierpointopenstudios.co.uk 

Sylvia Thornhill  
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FFFFROM THEROM THEROM THEROM THE    RRRREGISTERSEGISTERSEGISTERSEGISTERS    
Baptisms 
27

th
 June Max Hudson Ritchie 

11
th

 July Kai Thomas Waage 

Espen Warwick Waage 

18
th

 July Mason Ian Dale 

25
th

 July Ellie Marie Styles  

Jamie Aaron Styles 

 7
th

 August Lily Yvonne Hicks 

Ryan Mark Hicks 

Marriages 
 7

th
 August Mark Peters and Nicola Hicks 

Deaths 
26

th
 June Oliver Lowndes 

28
th

 June Fred Lucas 

 7
th

 July James Howard 

26
th

 July Jayne Vigar 

 

 

 

SSSSUNDAY UNDAY UNDAY UNDAY RRRREADINGS  EADINGS  EADINGS  EADINGS      
5

th
 14th Sunday after Trinity [proper 18] 

 Deuteronomy 30.
15-20

 Philemon.
9-10, 12-17

 Luke 14.
25-33

 

12
th 15th Sunday after Trinity [proper 19] 

 Exodus 32.
7-11, 13-14

 1 Timothy 1.
12-17

 Luke 15.
1-10

 

19
th

 16th Sunday after Trinity [proper 20] 
 Amos 8.

4-7
 1 Timothy 2.

1-7
 Luke 16.

1-13
 

26
th

 17th Sunday after Trinity [proper 21] 
 Amos 6.

1, 4-7
 1 Timothy 6.

11-16
 Luke 16.

19-31
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PPPPINPOINTINPOINTINPOINTINPOINTSSSS FOR  FOR  FOR  FOR SSSSEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER    
 1

st
 Wed  2.00 pm Hurst WI at the Guide HQ: Saga 

Travel cruise ships – Brain Dungate 

 7
th

 Tues  8.00 pm Growing Together starts again 

 8th Wed  2.30 pm Mothers Union: Bible Market at Harvesters 

 8th Wed  8.00 pm PCC meeting – S
t
 Lawrence’ School 

10
th

 – 12
th

  Friday to Sunday   Family Camp at Knowles Tooth 

11
th

  Sat all day Ride and Stride 

15
th

 Wed  8.00 pm Mothers Union at the Guide HQ 

Oberammergau 2010 – Andrew Pridell 

18
th

 – 3
rd

 October Hurst Festival 

21
st
 Tues  7.45 pm Wolstonbury WI at the Village Centre: 

Melanoma Trust – Myfanwy & Harry 

Townsend 

25
th

 Sat 10.30 am MU Overseas Day at Haywards Heath 

Methodist Church 

 3
rd

 Sun  1.00 pm Harvest lunch at the Scout HQ 

   4.30 pm Tea at the Methodist Church followed at  

   5.30 pm Festival of Praise 

 

OOOOVER VER VER VER 60606060S S S S CCCCLUBLUBLUBLUB    
Loop System - Village Centre 

After appeals to all likely sympathetic 

organisations in the village by the club, a 

generous donation from the Poacher Inn Quiz 

Charity was received. Some of this was passed 

on to the fund whilst the balance came from 

Viridor Waste Management Services. The loop 

has now been fitted and its first trial took place at our meeting in 

August. We have every confidence of success and that it will be of 

benefit to all users of the Village Centre for years to come. 

Geoff Farmer  
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Our September meetings are on: 

8
th

 Sept – 2.30pm meeting at Harvesters, Mossy Mile. We’ll be 

holding a Bible Market. Please bring along an item, e.g. a jar of 

olives, and be prepared to discuss its Scripture relevance – be as 

creative as you like! 

15
th

 Sept – 8.00pm meeting at Guide HQ. Andrew Pridell will be 

sharing his experience of the Passion Play at Oberammergau. 

25
th

 Sept – 10.30am-3.00pm at Haywards Heath Methodist Church. 

Overseas Day, celebrating 10 years of MU’s Literacy Development 

Programme. Children’s craft workshops, activities, music and 

refreshments. 

Sarah Norton 
 

WWWWE E E E LLLLIKE IKE IKE IKE SSSSINGING INGING INGING INGING ’’’’CCCCOS OS OS OS IIIITTTT’’’’S S S S GGGGREAT REAT REAT REAT FFFFUNUNUNUN    
We are holding a choral workshop on Saturday, 11

th
 

September at 10.30am in Hassock United Reform 

Church. Singing is good for your heart, for asthma and 

reduces stress (so this is the year!). We will sing music 

from the Beatles, a spiritual, the Hallelujah chorus etc. 

- familiar music, and no experience is required. Stephen Hope will 

conduct. Music will be provided. 

There will also be coffee and tea, but bring your own 

lunch. At 4.30pm there will be a mini-concert to 

perform what we have learnt. So come and have a 

sociable, fun day with us. Tickets £10, available from 

Janton News in Hurst; Pavilion Electrics in Hassocks; 

from www.hurstsingers.co.uk; on the door or, for more 

information, phone Ingolf Kabza on 833727. 

Janice Chumley  

10 

SSSST T T T MMMMICHAEL AND ICHAEL AND ICHAEL AND ICHAEL AND AAAALL LL LL LL AAAANGELSNGELSNGELSNGELS        
29

th
 September 

Michael is an archangel, whose name means ‘who is 

like unto God?’ He makes various appearances 

throughout the Bible, from the book of Daniel to the 

Book of Revelation. In Daniel, he is ‘one of the princes’ of the 

heavenly host, and the special guardian of Israel. In Revelation, he 

is the principal fighter of the heavenly battle against the devil. 

From early times, Michael’s cult was strong in the British Isles. 

Churches at Malmesbury (Wiltshire), Clive (Gloucestershire) and 

Stanmer (East Sussex) were dedicated to him. Bede mentions him. 

St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall was believed to commemorate a 

vision there in the 8
th

 century. By the end of the Middle Ages, 

Michael had 686 English churches dedicated to him. 

In art Michael is often depicted as slaying the dragon, as in the 14
th

 

century East Anglian Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous sculpture at 

Coventry cathedral. Or he is found (in medieval art) as weighing 

souls, as at Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe (Oxon.), Eaton Bishop 

(Hereford and Worcester), and Martham in Suffolk. Perhaps 

Michael’s most famous shrine in western Europe is Mont-Saint-

Michel, where there was an 8
th

 century abbey whose support for 

William Duke of Normandy led to it being given a similar island 

off the Cornish coast as a dependant priory with the same name. 

The other named angels in the Bible are Gabriel and Raphael and 

all three are seen as the beloved messengers of God. They are 

associated with Michael on this day though the English tradition 

has been not to name them but to include all the angels, perhaps 

because there was so much disputation about the angels in both the 

Jewish and early Christian traditions. 

 

 

Very many thanks to all who 

gave towards £156.35 that 

was collected on the Sundays in July.  Bunty Parkinson 
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HHHHURSTPIERPOINT URSTPIERPOINT URSTPIERPOINT URSTPIERPOINT SSSSINGERSINGERSINGERSINGERS    
We reconvene on Monday, 6

th
 September at 

the Methodist Church in Cuckfield Road at 

7.30pm for a 7.45pm start. We’ll rehearse 

music for the Choral Workshop; then 

commence work on the Rutter Requiem for 

our Spring Concert; from November 

onwards, music for our Christmas Concert 

on Sunday, 19
th

 December takes priority. 

Keen travellers can join our conductor’s 

several other choirs and orchestra on a trip 

to beautiful Krakow (28
th

 May – 3
rd

 June) where we will enjoy 

performing works from our repertoire, explore the city and eat, 

drink and be merry! 

The combined choirs form the Sussex Festival Choir to perform 

Bach’s Mass in B Minor at Arundel Cathedral on 31
st
 July, 2011, 

with celebrated soloists and the Sinfonia da Chiesa Orchestra. We 

join rehearsals for this at Horsham in the summer at 8pm on 

Tuesday evenings. 

We are a friendly village choir with an excellent Musical Director 

and any new or former singers would be so welcome; no test 

required; if you love singing, do 

come and join us. The choir is 

celebrating its 60
th

 Anniversary on 

6
th

 November with a dinner. 

Janice Chumley     
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IS FORIS FORIS FORIS FOR    
Elections for a new General Synod 
The three houses of Bishops, Clergy and 

Laity form the governing, deliberative and 

legislative body of the Church of England 

and, as mentioned in last month’s 

magazine, reached the end of their terms of 

office at the General Synod in July this year. Every five years the 

entire General Synod of the Church of England is re-elected. 378 

people are chosen. Some people will be new to the game, others 

are returning members. But all together, members of General 

Synod bring the social and ethnic diversity of contemporary 

society to the Church of England’s 

governing body. Nominations for 

elections for the next General Synod, 

organised by each diocese, are now open 

and close on 3
rd

 September. So if you are 

interested, you need to act quickly. Visit 

the excellent website: http://www.generalsynodelections2010.org/ 

for details. 

Those elected take their places at Church House, Westminster on 

22
nd

 November when the new Synod will be opened by the Queen. 

 

 

CCCCOPY OPY OPY OPY DDDDEADLINEEADLINEEADLINEEADLINE    
Articles, notices, information, letters or 

indeed anything you would like included in 

the next edition of Meeting Point should be 

delivered to Sue Coxhill at Russell’s 

Cottage, St George’s Lane or e-mailed to 

sue.coxhill@btopenworld.com by midday 

on Monday, 20
th

 September.  
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RRRRELIABILITY OF THE ELIABILITY OF THE ELIABILITY OF THE ELIABILITY OF THE BBBBIBLE IBLE IBLE IBLE     
‘The Jesus Accounts – Fact or Fiction?’ – a new 

documentary that hopes to help Christians to look 

at the reliability of the Bible has been released.  

By throwing light on scholarly, scientific and 

historical evidence that supports the 

trustworthiness of the ancient manuscripts, 

eyewitness accounts and more, the 30-minute 

documentary provides an invaluable tool that 

shows how the four canonical gospels can be 

trusted.  

The Jesus Accounts has been praised by leading clergy such as 

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, former Bishop of Rochester, and Mark 

Meynell, Senior Associate Minister of All Souls Church, Langham 

Place in London. “It will prove a fantastic resource for serious 

enquirers and scholars alike, because it carefully examines the 

historical evidence and draws on the expertise of renowned 

scholars. I hope it will be widely used.”  

Bishop Nazir-Ali says: “We have an 

unprecedented number of manuscripts, whether 

papyrus or parchment, available to us. This means 

we can be confident that the text is in fact the text 

written down by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.”  

At a time when the reliability of scriptures is 

being challenged, it is hoped that the 

documentary will serve as a tool for people who 

want to share their faith in the good news of Jesus.  

To view the trailer or for more information on the film, visit: 

www.thejesusaccounts.tv. 
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OOOOVER VER VER VER 60606060S S S S CCCCLUB LUB LUB LUB     
Our meeting on Tuesday, August 3

rd 
was 

delightfully different. We were roused by the 

music of Glen Miller’s Band which stirred us 

with happy memories of our youth. (It got our 

feet tapping even if we daren’t move anything 

else!) Our afternoon was greatly improved by 

the newly-installed loop hearing system - a 

double success. 

Next club meetings: Tuesday, September 7
th

, 2.15pm. Enrolment 

day and a talk by John Rose, Director of UK Age Concern; 

Tuesday 21
st 

September, 2pm, free to all visitors. As part of the 

Hurst Festival we are to be entertained by cabaret music, “The 

Magical Days of Hollywood”, plus tea at the Village Centre; 

Wednesday, 22
nd

 September. Coach trip to Worthing to see 

“Carousel”, a musical stage show; Thursday, 23
rd

 September, 4pm. 

We are invited by Hurst College for Music and Cake. Meet for 

transport, if required, at 3.30pm, Village Centre. 

Geoff Farmer  

 

DDDDIARY IARY IARY IARY DDDDATEATEATEATE        
Mid Sussex Health Care announce their flu clinic dates as 

follows:  

Hassocks Health Centre - Saturday, 9
th

 October  9-12am 

Hurstpierpoint Health Centre - Saturday, 16
th

 October 9-

12am  

These are walk in clinics (no appointment necessary). You 

are welcome to attend either session if you are registered 

with Hurstpierpoint, Hassocks or Ditchling Practice. 

It is not necessary to arrive early. We will not be closing 

early!!! 
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SSSSUNDAY UNDAY UNDAY UNDAY SSSSCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL    
Dates for September 

We meet every week in the Guide HQ (which 

is in the corner of the long-term car park in 

Trinity Road) at 9.45am, except where this 

calendar says otherwise.  

 

 

5
th

 No Sunday School – First Sunday 

Service 

12
th

 No Sunday School - Family Camp 

19
th

 Sunday School  

26
th

 Sunday School   

 

 

There are currently five members of the 

Sunday School Team, but we feel six or 

seven would be even better. If you are 

able to help us from time to time, 

running activities, tidying up etc. that 

would be great. We’re not expecting a 

huge commitment; some assistance 

once or twice a term would be fantastic. 

Do have a chat with any of us about 

this, or drop an email to 

bridgetcooper08@yahoo.com. 

Bridget, Maxine, Sarah, Jon & Penny 
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AAAA    TTTTIME OF IME OF IME OF IME OF HHHHARVESTARVESTARVESTARVEST    
The school Harvest service is at 9.30am 

on Friday, 1
st
 October. Rosslyn 

Stenning, who organises the distribution 

of the gifts so generously brought to 

church by the children, will welcome 

some help immediately after the service, 

to collect and sort the gifts.  

Our own parish Harvest Thanksgiving is 

on Sunday, 3
rd

 October. Help is needed again on Monday morning 

4
th

 October, to pack and deliver all the gifts. Offers of help will be 

most gratefully received by the churchwardens and Rosslyn. 

We have booked the Scout HQ for our Harvest Lunch on Sunday, 

3
rd

 October. Tickets are £5 and will be available from the church-

wardens. Children under the age of eleven go free.  

    

AAAARERERERE YYYYOU OU OU OU FFFFITITITIT?  
Do you get breathless, when playing with the 

children? When walking up stairs? Do you cough 

in the morning?  

Come along on Saturday, 9
th

 October to Hurstpierpoint Health 

Centre to find out how fit you are.  

From 10am to 12.30pm there will be free lung tests and checks on 

smoking levels and lung age!   

Our speaker is Carol Wroblewski, respiratory specialist, who will 

talk on all types of breathing problems. 

There will be opportunities to speak to experts on  stopping 

smoking and getting fit.  

This event is being organised by the Patient Participation Group of 

Hurstpierpoint in  cooperation with the Health Centre. Entry is free 

and there will be refreshments and a raffle. Do join us to see if you 

look as good on the inside as you do on the outside! 

Ann Morgan  

18 

OOOOPERA PERA PERA PERA UUUUNDER THE NDER THE NDER THE NDER THE SSSSPIRESPIRESPIRESPIRES    
Thursday, 23rd October, 7pm  

Cantonata presents the village event of the 

year! 

Cantonata Music are proud to announce the 

inclusion of Holy Trinity as part of their 

‘Opera Under the Spires’ tour in October 

2010. 

A rare opportunity to experience a wonderful 

selection of beautiful arias, duets and scenes 

from some of the best loved operas including 

excerpts from La Boheme, La Traviata, 

Romeo and Juliet, Tosca plus many more. 

Our professional company comprises of 

sopranos and tenors who have graced some of 

the finest opera stages around the world from 

Glyndebourne to the English National - 

Hannover to Ho Chi Min City - Italy to Amsterdam.  

Accompaniment for the evening will be from Wigmore Hall prize 

winning pianist, Christopher Gould. 

For full artist and programme details please visit 

www.cantonata.co.uk. Tickets: adults, £16.50; children, £10.50; 

available from Vanilla (40 High Street, Hurst); reservations, 07731 

619011.  
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JJJJOHN OHN OHN OHN BBBBUNYAN UNYAN UNYAN UNYAN     
After the Bible, John Bunyan’s 

wonderful Christian allegory, the 

Pilgrim’s Progress, is one of the most 

celebrated and widely-read books in 

the English language. It has been 

translated into more than one hundred 

languages around the world and keeps 

its place as a Christian classic.  

Names of people and places from its 

pages have been commonplace 

wherever English is spoken. We need only recall Mr Great-Heart, 

Mr Valiant-for-Truth, Giant Despair, Madame Bubble, the Slough 

of Despond, Vanity Fair, the Delectable Mountains, the Hill 

Difficulty and the Celestial City.  

Bunyan was born on 28
th

 November 1628, at Elstow, near Bedford, 

England, of a poor family. He had little formal education and his 

father taught him to be a metal worker. His first wife died young. 

His second wife, Elizabeth, helped him considerably with his 

blossoming literary career. His conversion was the result of reading 

the Bible, and the witness of local Christians. From that time the 

Bible became the great inspiration of his life. He wrote more than 

fifty books on Christianity. A Baptist by conviction, he had little 

time for the Established Church.  

Bunyan became a popular preacher, but because of his opposition 

to the Established Church and because he did not have a Church of 

England preaching licence, he was imprisoned in 1661. It was in 

prison that he wrote Pilgrim’s Progress. It was not only Bunyan’s 

greatest book but was destined to become one of the most popular 

Christian books in the world.  

Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and 

places from the Bible to teach spiritual lessons. The vivid and 

unforgettable imagery in the Pilgrim’s Progress covers the whole 

Christian gospel from sin and condemnation all the way through 

20 

faith, repentance, grace, justification, sanctification, and 

perseverance to heaven itself. 

Bunyan died on 31
st
 August 1688. His portrayal of the death of Mr 

Valiant-for-Truth is Bunyan at his allegorical best. This brave old 

soldier of Jesus Christ has received his summons to ‘go home.’ 

Calling his friends together 

he says, “My sword I give to 

him who shall succeed me in 

my pilgrimage … My marks 

and scars I carry with me, to 

be a witness for me, that I 

have fought His battles, Who 

will now be my rewarder.” 

… So he passed over, and all 

the trumpets sounded for him 

on the other side. 

 

 

 

AAAAND ND ND ND FFFFINALLYINALLYINALLYINALLY............ 
A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he 

fingered through the old pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the 

Bible. He picked up the object and looked at it. What he saw was 

an old leaf that had been pressed in between the 

pages.  

“Mum, look what I found!” the boy called out, 

turning the leaf over and over.  

“What is it, dear?” asked his mother. 

With astonishment in his voice, the young boy 

ventured: “I think it’s Adam’s underwear.” 
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